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PASTOR'S COLUMN
“Have a ‘Titanic’ Easter!”

Dear First Church Family,

Do you remember the record- breaking film: ‘Titanic’? It was a story that had it all: tragedy, nostalgia, ad-
venture, romance, suspense, conflict, and resolution. Besides all of that, it was downright inspiring! The
Titanic super ocean liner was considered unsinkable because of its allegedly watertight compartments. It
had its maiden voyage exactly 95 years ago this month, in April, 1912. Y¢, in its maiden voyage the Titanic
collided with a gigantic iceberg, and sank in the North Atlantic Ocean. The Titanic had 2,207 passengers
aboard, and amazingly only 20 lifeboats! | guess the thinking must have been: “Why have lifeboats if the
ship is* unsinkable” ?

The hero and heroine of the film, Jack and Rose, who had met and fallen in love on the voyage, managed to
get off the ship at the last possible instant just as the ship’s stern took the plunge to the ocean’s floor. | will
never forget the sequence where Jack sacrificed his life, so that his beloved Rose would not lose hers.

Wow! | thought of the scripture from John 15: 13, where Jesus taught usto love one another as he loved us:
“Greater love has no one than this that he lay down hislife for hisfriends.” Though the young and beautiful
Rose lived on over 80 years following her survival of the Titanic disaster, she never forgot what Jack had
done for her. Then, through an amazing twist of fate, she returned to the site where the Titanic had sunk.
Standing on the stern of the “treasure hunter” ship, she pulled out of her pocket a priceless diamond that the
fortune hunters were searching for in the Titanic shipwreck. Swiftly and surely she flung it overboard!

Following her surrender of this priceless treasure to the depths of the ocean, she retired to her bed and to her
dreams. In her dreams she returned to the grand ballroom of the Titanic, and Jack was waiting there for her
and everyone else was there, too! Her life was ailmost over, but the party, the celebrating, the dancing was
about to begin! “No eye has seen no ear has heard no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those
who love him.” | Cor. 2: 9

We, too, in the midst of the disastrous shipwrecks in our lives, may discover a savior who gave his life that
we might have eternal life. When you’ ve experienced the ‘greatest love in the world” , and you know the
price Christ paid for you, the party, the celebration begins right here, right now! * The Spirit and the bride
say, ‘Come’. And let himwho hears, say: ‘Come’! Whoever isthirsty, let him come, and whoever wishes,
let him take the free gift of the water of life.” Rev. 22: 17 (N.I.V.)

Grace and Peace,
Dave




will again be a dinner theater and show. Mark your calendars for some of

Margaret’s good food and some great entertainment. The theme of the

production is“ Country ‘n Rock n" Roll Memories’. Proceedsto benefit the
Church. Tickets are $10.00 each and will be available from Sue Oden, Esther Hansen or the
church office.

@ FOREST LAKE PLAY ERS are coming to FUMC on April 13th. This

MEMO FROM THE UMM

The Men did not meet in March but we were still quite busy. Activities included hosting a Hot
Dog Lunch for Special Gathering, three men and their spouses attended the Couples Retreat in
Leesburg. A few men along with other church family traveled to the Children’'s Home in
Enterprise for a“Day on Campus’. The UMM made $100 donation. Also the men sponsored a
table at the Y MCA Prayer Breakfast which was held on March 23.

Speaking at our April meeting will be Bob Pittman of Edward Jones. On July 7, 2001, at
10:30am, while returning to his office from a business appointment at Lone Cabbage Fish
Camp, on SR520, his vehicle was hit head-on by a dump truck and he died. It took over 30
minutes to cut him out of the car and revive him. He will show slides and speak on the Power
of Prayer and our responsibility.

Respectfully Submitted. Curt Reed.

A VOYAGER SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSTRIP

Sunday, February 25, ten members of the Voyagers Sunday School
Class drove to Zellwood, Florida for a music concert by the New
Covenant Quartet from Charleston, West Virginia. We left the
church parking lot in the First Methodist Church van at 3:30pm
returned at 9:15pm. On the way, we stopped at Steak n’ Shake
Restaurant in Apopka for a snack.

We arrived at the Lake Ola Baptist Church just five minutes before 6pm. The service began at
6pm and ended about 7:30pm. The Quartet mainly sang modern southern gospel songs.

The group was made up of Jack and June Harmon, Bruce and Bobbie Tate, Glover Robinson,
Sarah Fellows, Lowell and Ruth Garland and Charles and Phyllis Holmes.



From Your Parish Nurse

"When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane." Have you
heard this said? Have you ever felt that you were on a one-way street going the
v. 9 wrong way or swimming up stream? Sometimes life makes us feel this way.

But, God tells us that life won't be easy all the time. Scriptures tells us that
there will be trials, James 1:2-3 (Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when test and challenges come at
you from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows
its true colors. So don't try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become
mature and well developed, not deficient in any way.); suffering, Rom. 5:3-4 (but we also rejoice
in our suffering, because we know that suffering produces perseverance, character; and hope.);
discipline, Heb. 12:7 (Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what sonis
not disciplined by his father?); and a growing sense of our own mortality, 2 Cor. 5:4-5 (That's why
we live with such good cheer. You won't see us drooping our heads or draggling our feet! Cramped
conditions here don't get us down. They only remind us of the spacious living conditions ahead.
It's what we trust in but don't yet see that keeps us going. Do you suppose a few ruts in the road or
rocks in the path are going to stop us? When the time comes, we'll be plenty ready to exchange ex-
ile for homecoming.

And there in lies the problem. Sometimes the trials, suffering, and discipline do get us down. Paul
also used a metaphor in 2 Cor. 4:7 (But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us.) Remember that a pot begins as alump of clay this
is placed on a potter's wheel where it is molded and shaped until its sides are stretched into a shape
that can hold something. Then it is set on a shelf and allowed to dry before it is fired, then glazed
and fired again. Are you picturing yourself going through the process? Over time it ages and
cracks with use, but according to Paul's illustration, this only lets out more of what it contains, the
light of Christ!

So, when everything seems to be coming your way (trials, hardship, testing times) you are proba-
bly in the right lane after all. It's the society we live in that thinks it deserves to have everything go
its way. God never guaranteed anything of the kind, at least in this life. But it is with HIS help that
we will get through this life.

Circle of Concern
Home: Mary Heslop, Mary Clendinen, Kay Bartberger, Nicholas Catechis, May Russell, Lee
Strong, Ed Bauer, Sharon Bauer.
Sunnyside Assisted Living: Judy Barker
Wouesthoff Town Square: Sarah Allen
Courtenay Springs. Peg Snyder,




MISSION UPDATE

We do have at least 6 flood buckets to be stored at our church in case someoneisin
need. The #1 disaster is still fire and pray we don't ever need them for that. | thank
those who think about others in need.

March we collected items for the Children's Home Music Dept. ie: drum sticks (7
A), guitar strings (electrical & acoustical), guitar picks, guitar cords, amplifiers, &
bass guitar strings, type of things. Music is a great expression for these children who
are trying to find somewhere they are loved and safe. Just bring in items or mark
your envelopes for Children Home Music Dept. It was a wonderful experience to see
how these children's lives are being changed. It is a shame that they only hold 88
children.

We had a wonderful visit at the Methodist Children’s Home “Day on Campus’ on
Saturday, March 17. Every child you met was happy and they looked like they be-
longed to this family. The accommodations were like small homes about 16 with
house parents x 2 by the time they are teens. They not only take care of them, but
they teach them to live on their own after they turn 18. This is where the 5th Sunday
offering goes. The children were so happy to see Pastor Dave and he had a difficult
time eating with all the hugs and telling him how they were doing. They knew how
much he cares. Please do something to help in this effort to make a difference, even if
just asmall difference.

April iswhen | should be going to visit our Sister Church in Cuba. | have found out
that the pastor and his wife are expecting another baby. Pastor Milian has asked for
vitamins and eyeglasses. Vitamins make such a big difference in each life and am
sure babies are very much in need. | don't know if anyone has clothes for the baby
and in the heat if cloth diapers may be the only big need. | have not received one bot-
tle of vitamins yet.

May we will be supporting the East Angola/Florida Partnership in Africa.
Giving is something you do to help others and without question, you will feel such
PEACE. We are to spread the Word and help others in need.
Thank you for caring,
Jackie D., Mission Chair person



APRIL /07

04/01
04/03
04/04
04/06
04/10

03/13
04/15
04/21

04/22
04/24
04/25
04/27
04/28
04/29
04/30

Myrtle Caruso. Karl Matern
Judy Barker
Gretchen McGaffic
Curt Reed, Bob Hickle
Shirley Cornelius
Eli Drobniewski
Maia Drobniewski
Howard Lewis, John Owens
Fleeta Lindley
Mitch Tidwell, Jean Marsh,
Jeffrey Simmens, Barry Slack,
Cheryl Patrick
Mary Stromire, Dennis Finn
Sharon Bauer
Dae Mitchell
Jm Beatty
Betty Bradford
Ann Harris
Jill Bond

BIRTHDAYS

MAY/07
05/01 Everett Stacy
Linda Underwood
05/02 Ed Bauer, Sid Mangum Jr.
05/03 TrenaHopkins
05/05 Bob Hopkins
05/06 Laurel Lightowler
Tara Pearson
05/08 Bill McMillan
05/10 Trish Bloom, Sarah Allen
5/16 Graybill Harman
5/17 Alice Williams,
Larry Booth,
David Rothermund
5/19 Biilly Anderson
Ann Faulkner
Margaret Russell
5/20 George Compson
Cody Kretchen
5/24 Larry Cuppett, Bobbi Tate
SaraFellows
5/25 John McDonald
5/26 Coreen Lowe
5/27 Mary Burgess
5/29 Pat Van Riper
Jackie DeMeulenaere
5/31 Charlotte Thomas



“What My Church MeanstoM ¢’

Before | was born my church gave to my parents ideals of life and love that made my home
a place of strength and beauty. In helpless infancy my church joined in consecrating me to
God.

My Church enriched my childhood with the romance of religion and the lessons of life that
have been woven into the texture of my soul.

In the stress and storm of adolescence my church heard the surge of my soul and she
guided my footsteps by lifting my eyes toward the stars.

When first my heart knew the strange awakening of love my church taught me to chasten
and spiritualize my affections. She sanctified my marriage and blessed my home.

When my heart was seamed with sorrows, and | thought the sun could never shine again,
my church drew me to the Friend of all the weary and whispered to me the hope of another
morning eternal and peerless.

When my steps have slipped and | have known the bitterness of sin my church has believed
in me and wooingly she has called me back to live within the heights of myself.

Now have come the children, dearer to me than life itself, and my church is helping me to
train them for all joyous, clean and Christ-like living.

My church calls me to her heart, she asks my service and my loyalty, she has a right to ask
it and | will help her to do for others what she has done for me.

In this place in which | live | will help her keep aflame and aloft the torch of a living faith.
Author Unknown.

Submitted by Frank Childers.

Holy Week Servicesat FUMC

1 Palm Sunday, April 1. Chancel Choir Cantata at 11:00 service. Communion at
the Praise Service and the Drive In Services. (Communion will also follow the
11:00 service in the chapel.)

1 April 5, 2007. Maundy Thursday Communion and Passover Seder, 6:00 p.m. in
Hughlett Hall. (There will be no Tuesday evening fellowship dinner in Margaret
Russell's absence.) A soup meal will proceed the Passover Seder and Commun-
ion service.

1 Easter Sunrise Service, April 8, 7:00 a.m. in the Drive In Service area. Praise and
Traditional services follow at 9:45 and 11:00.



FROM THE CENTRAL BREVARD SHARING CENTER, COCOA

Dated: February 15, 2007

First United Methodist Church, Cocoa

Dear Friends:

We want to thank you for your support of the Central Brevard Sharing Center.

We greatly appreciate your very generous donation of $1,109.11 Your gift is atremen-
dous help to us in reaching out to the less fortunate of Central Brevard.

Many of the less fortunate or homeless citizens in our community are not within the
safety net of government assistance programs. For them the Central Brevard sharing
Center is alast refuge for food, clothing, and household items. Each year there are also
opportunities for those in need to receive financial assistance for medical prescriptions,
rent and utility bills.

Without your support it would be impossible to reach out to our neighbors in need.

Again, thank you, ESPECIALLY FOR CARING AND SHARING!

Most sincerely
Edward W. Price, President—CEO

Thank You!

Thank you from the bottom of my heart to Mike Artelli for his great assistance and
hard work in the Memorial Garden. It is such a pleasure having someone who is
knowledgeable about plants and gardening to be part of this important aspect of our
church. The Church and I thank you.

CharlesBartberger, Memorial Garden

| wish to thank everyone for the cards, visits, phone calls and flowers during my recent
illness. | especially want to thank those who prayed for my recovery.

| sincerely appreciate your thoughtfulness.

God Bless, Andy McCann
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