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Means of Grace

Hello everyone,
God's blessings and peace to you al |l

Those who have been following our discussions on the radio program know that we have been talking
about various “Means of Grace” from Wesleyan

mont h s Dominion wi nd-wiedialoydnthesubgect.ur age a chur ¢
By “Means of Grace” we mean in the words of
Aéoutward signs, words, or actions, ordained

channels whereby he might convey to men (and women), preventing, justifying, or sanctifying
grace. o

Before presenting the specific “Means of Gr
are not a magical means by which we coerce God into a favorable position regarding a specific circumstance
in our lives. In fact the means themselves are understood as having no intrinsic worth unless they are ap-
proached by the partaker in submission to God with the primary goal being to grow closer to the Lord and to
build our relationship with God. I n ot her wor
made available to those who seek a close relationship with the Lord in such a way that the great command-
ment to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength; and to love one another as we love ourselves
becomes more and more a reality in our lives.

These means of grace, like grace itself are available to all, even to those who have not yet experienced salva-
tion. As grace is a dynamic that no one fully understands, so are the means of grace.

Definitionally God’s grace means fofuGinmadvaydhat wehme r| i

not earned simply because God loves us. It is a call, an initial response, and a continuing movement of salva-
tion in our lives. What we term as prevenient grace, justifying grace, and sanctifying grace. Our response to
God’'s grace is what Paul was referring to whe

NRS Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence,
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;

It is through the “means of grace” that we ar

I |l i ke to think of these “means of grace” in
climb out they of course are covered head to toe with mud. Ten feet next to them is a crystal clear gentle wa-
terfall. What does the person need to do to clean off the mud? Step under the waterfall of course. Before step-
ping however the thought enters their minds that this is a good thing to do and they then take the first steps
and find themselves under the purifying water.

continued next page . . . ..
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Thei Me ans o #reth® midattlodght and the intentional step toward the beautiful clear waterfall

that I s God’'s grace. The “Means of Grace” did n
they do indicate that the individual is seeking
in ways that God has ordained for the very task
ries. 1) The instituted means of grace. These are means that had been evident in the life of Jesus and 2) Pru-

dential means of grace. These are means which meet us at our point of need. These might vary according to

the person’s needs and circumstances.

The instituted means are...

1. Prayer

2 The Lord’ s Supper

3. Fasting

4. Searching the Scriptures

5. Christian conference or conversation and community.
6. Healthy living

The prudenti al means include, but are not | i mit

1. Acts of Holy Living

a. Small group meetings

b. Prayer meetings

c. Covenant services

d. Worship

Devotional reading

Doing good and doing no harm
Visiting the sick and prisoners

Earning, Saving, and Giving all one can

oW

I would like to encourage the entire congregation at FUMC Cocoa to intentionally seek to make these

means of grace” part of our everyday | ife. Thi

Holy Habits and experience God’'s grace with oth
I would also like to hear from each of you personally to discuss how we might begin to practice these

“Means of Grace” as a congregation and how we m

Il n closing a Hymn that Charles Wesley wrote in

Jesus, united by thy grace
and each to each endeared,
with confidence we seek thy face
and know our prayer is heard.

Help us to help each other, Lord,
each other's cross to bear;
let all their friendly aid afford,
and feel each other's care.

Up unto thee, our living Head,
let us in all things grow;
till thou hast made us free
indeed and spotless here below.
Continued . . ... ..



Pastorés Column Continued

Touched by the lodestone of thy love,
let all our hearts agree,
and ever toward each other move,
and ever move toward thee.

To thee, inseparably joined,
let all our spirits cleave;

O may we all the loving mind
that was in thee receive.

This is the bond of perfectness,
thy spotless charity;
O let us, still we pray,
possess the mind that was in thee.

May God bless you all and may you know the Presence of our Savior every
moment of every the day.

Pastor Gene

Things to remember!

M Donodot AMCihsus ch Cof fee Fell owshipo every Spunday
11:00am. Invite a friend.

1 Seeking Spotters!!! Looking for members on Sunday Morning to identify new guests
at our Sunday services. We need to introduce ourselves and welcome them no only
to our church services but to other programs in our church.

T NCome See BringadkFkrignd Sunday will be December 9th the Sunday of our
wonderful Cantata.
Hospitality, care and a genuine desire to bring a friend closer to the Lord is essen-
tial to our fACome & See Sundayo invitation.

COVERED DISH DINNER AGAIN IN JANUARY

VETERANGOGS DAY BBQ (Novembpr
On Veteranods Day, November 11, we shalll l
11am. Worship. All be there!
The next Covered Dish following the 11am worship service will be the third Sunday of
January, March, May, and July. We will be looking to have small programs during
each dinner. | remember wonderful sing-a-longs, among other things. If you are inter-
ested in helping to put a small and short program together for these dinners, please con-




The Youth Ministry of First
United Methodist Church of Cocoa

The Youth Ministry at FUMC has been a blessing to many students in the
Cocoa area and beyond. | have only been here for two weeks and | have met
some great kids and some great youth leaders. | am excited about this com-
ing year. God can use us to reach a generation.

We are planning to unveil a new youth ministry designed to grow our kids
here at FUMC spiritually and numerically. | also feel that this will enable us
to reach many young people in our community.

We are also working on a mission statement. We want all that we do to have a purpose.
We want a balanced student ministry. We want a student ministry that has the basic elements of Evangel-
ism, Fellowship, Discipleship, Worship and Ministry.

We have added two new classes Sunday Morning Discipleship Hour. My wife, Leasa, and Stevie Haile
have cleaned and readied four rooms for teaching. We now have a class for Junior High Girls, Junior
High Boys, Senior High Girls and Senior High Boys.

Right now Lilly and Shawn (AKA Youth Leaders) have a team of kids on Saturday working on the Un-
derground. The Underground is located below Hughlett Hall. This will be the New Youth Activity Cen-
ter. This is going to be very cool.

We are now working on the Sunday Evening Youth Service. We have a great staff of workers already
plus we want to get more parents involved. We also are changing the name and eventually the location as
we grow.

We are putting together a weekly Student Ministry E-Mail to go out to the kids with a devotional, en-
couragement and update about stuff coming up for youth. Plus we are also are planning the Summer
Youth Camp and the BIG Trip to Creation in Pennsylvania.

A Youth Monthly Youth Calendar is also in the works.
Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this wonderful church

Mike Franzone
Minister of Youth

NOTE TO PARENTS:
On Sunday November 11" 12:15pm | am having my first parents meeting. It will be in the Sunday
evening Underground Youth Room/ Junior High Boys classroom. | want to share my vision with you
and | want you to ask me questions as well.
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11/01 Gerald Erambert, Tena Rollins
11/02 Robert Kunkle
11/03 Norma Ronstrom, Frank Pound
Jackie Rothermund
11/08 Rita Jelen, Janice Avent,
Maggie Stansfield, Linda Perkins
11/09 Ed Miller
11/20 Ben Scott
11/12 Jean Romprey, Cathy Clark,
Jillian Craig
11/14 Ann Botner, Ray Knight
Stephen Mangum
11/15 Betty Pound
11/16 Rebecca Walters, Donna Lewis,
Luanne Zywiolek, Jennifer Wright
11/17 Bob Turner, C.H. Hibbard
11/19 Christi Coy, Teri Barnett
11/20 Elijah Stephens
11/21 Lowell Perkins
11/23 Leta Mosebach
11/24 Michael Ramsey, Betty Hammons,
11/25 Connie Williams
11/26 Alice Brown
11/27 Dorothy Bago
11/28 Marcia Mario
11/29 Marilee McDuffie
11/30 Bob Rothstein

12/01
12/02
12/05
12/06
12/08

12/09

12/10

12/11

12/12
12/14
12/15
12/19
12/23

12/24

12/25
12/28
12/29
12/30
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DECEMBER 2007

Joyce Berry
Bill Lingenfelter, Dan Click
Beth Fisher, Fay Hammond
Janice Brown
Lucille Taylor, Murray Millard
Rick Thrift,
Olive Artelli, Ruth Garland
Carol Craig
Frank Childers
Fletcher Morgan
Emma Jean McKinley,
Lilly Hibbard
Betty Turner, Alfred Stephen
Betty Matern, Victoria Gillis
Glover Robinson
Yvonne Kotopka
Ed Barnett, Hal Matern,
Betty Donnell
Mildred Page, Carol Reid,
Benjamin Fisher
Sheryl Williams
Bill Green
Dorothy Rodecker,
Peggy Halper
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Treasurero6s report for Nove

by
Diane Norton

() T h 8ook of Discipline of the United Methodist Church (2004) 6
states at Zbributipre desitgrimeed foréGpe-
cific causes and objects shall be promptly forwarded ac-
cording to the intent of the donor and shall not be used
for any other purpose. 0

What does this mean to you? When you make your yearly financial pledge
the church takes the amount of your pledge combined with other church mem-
bers and creates a budget for the year. This budget money is used to pay
church bills. We rely on your pledge to keep the church financially solvent. How-
ever, if you make a donation, and on the check or on the outside of the envelope,
you wr it e Hanbbellsdbow oFrodosd 6P a nChairy 6o n Be mory of
etc., the money you donate cannot be used to pay any of the bills that come into
the church office. The money can and WI L ldesmmaiedd be u
item. The money you have donated is deposited into a separate checking ac-
count from the Budget money. | cannot use this money to pay the church bills. |
MUST only use pledged money to pay the church bills. There are many, many
bills that come into the church office everyday and | rely on your pledge to the
church Budget to be able to pay the bills. Some of the bills | pay are: Florida
Power & Light; spraying for bugs in the office, Hughlett Hall and on the
grass; City of Cocoa water, sewer and trash pickup; repairs to the build-
ings; stopped up sinks, broken windows, gas for the kitchen stove (if this
sounds like bills you pay at your home they are i only multiplied).

You may ask why we control costs at the church. You can help control
costs by being a volunteer. Can we count on you? If you want to get more in-

volved in cost cutting, I request you co
a jJjob for you. By your volunteering to
one.

| personally invite to come into the church office and talk to me about

how your money is spent. | will be delighted to spend time with you and will try to
answer any question about finances you have.

Without your financial support ministries and programs the church wants to
offer will not be funded. The time is coming when you will be asked to make a
financial COMMITMENT to our church. | hope you will ask God to guide your de-
cision about your pledge. This is a house of God and | know you want to see it
prosper and grow as | do!



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
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The Executive Board

will meet November 7 at 9:30am in the Parlor. This meeting will be an important one as we final-
ize our 2008 Programs, 2008 Budget and our Studies and Outreach Projects. All members encour-
aged to come with creative ideas and a willingness to be as involved member of the Board.

The Unit Meeting

Will be Wednesday, November 14 at 10:30am in Hughlett Hall. The program is entitled

A Sust ai ndeWorldThank Offérieg and will be presented by Pat Spencer. Bring your World
Thank offering Banksd (some of us will be bringingtwoi t he r egul ar Bl ue Ba
Chest o made | %us ®derymesantedvobr @rogram.

The Host Group are Mary Deborah and Ruth Circle.

CIRCLES
Lydia Circle will meet Wednesday, November 21 at 10:00am with LaVonn Simpkins.

Rachel Circle will meet Wednesday, November 21 at 10:00am with Laurel Lightower. The pro-
gram will be given by Fern Larson, Missionary from Africa and the sister of Norma Ronstrom and
June Reynalds. The devotion will be presented by Marge Cerro.

Martha Circle will meet Thursday, November 15 with Verda Rothstein.
Ruth Book Group will meet for this combined November/December meeting with Nancy Glass on

Wednesday, December 5 at 9:30am. This is the Annual Christmas Luncheon. The book is
AThe Chr i s bydensifer@haverirti and will be presented by Barbara Collner.

Members may bring a AQuilt of inter eNancpGlase s har
Collectingpo We 6 r e st i | | coll ecting | ableihgso Chwah effo@fer, Ja n d
Verda Rothstein.

THE BIBLE STUDY

At the October Meeting presented by Genie Hardee was an enlightening one for many members.

We discussed that the way we are Araisedo inffl u:
country, church and personal life.

Did youknowt hat t he Womenbés Division Mission Mongy i

of Missions of the Methodist Church? This means that United Methodist Women are supporting
Mission Work through our Unit but also as a Member of the Church.

MISSION SAMPLER in Titusville was attended by Marcene Jackson and Ruth Warden. We will
hear more about this during 2008!




UMW CONTINUED. . . .
CHRISTMAS IS COMING

The UMW Will continue the tradition of having a Card Board for you to Mail your card to your church
friends. Remember how it works -

Bring one card for the Board and then give money you saved for cards and postage which will be
given to AHabitat for Humanity: Geni e Har dee w
open December 1. Give money to Genie, Marianne Wright, Elsie V. or Mildred Page. Questions to

Mildred or Genie.

A great way to celebrate Christmasd give a family a New Home!

MORNING PRAYER IN THE CHAPEL

INFORMATION
Bell Choirs
Anyone Interesting in ringing??

Times are: 7:00pm Tuesday—Echoes of Faith
6:00pm Wednesday—Spirit Ringers
7:00pm Thursday—Celebration Ringers.
September 9th (Sunday) The Sol Ringers will rehearse at 7:00pm

If you are interested in joining these great ringers please call Diane Click at 452-4709 or email
her at dcclick@cfl.rr.com




From Your Parish Nurse
h Marilyn Mayo

Thanksgiving is the time to reflect on our blessings. We had a foreign exchange student living with us
one year while Susan was a senior in high school. Fatima is from Brazil and she was fascinated by the holiday
Thanksgiving. She was not accustom to a time set aside by the nation to be thankful for our blessings. In our
home that is how we celebrate. | know that in some homes Thanksgiving marks the beginning of Christmas
Shopping but | stay clear of the malls that week end.

I would make a construction paper Turkey and leave the tail empty. On the tray is placed several con-
struction paper feathers, pens, and glue. Then everyone is invited to write something they are thankful for on
a feather and glue it on the turkey. I started this when Susan was small and thought it would be a good way
for the children in the family to think about being thankful. I found that the adults got into it as much as the
children and it became a tradition. Of course, | found football, TV, new puppy on the list but I also found
health, happiness, and peace. You see, our true blessing is that God is ever present. That no matter what we
are going through, He is there. This takes faith to understand.

The pilgrims went through a terrible time the first year they were here. They faced death at the hands of dis-
ease, weather elements, lack of supplies and food. And yet, they were grateful to God. This took faith. A tiny
seed of faith, that is all it takes, why? Because what matter is whomwe place our faith in. If we put it in an all
-powerful Creator, then anything can happen, anything is possible. It is not because our faith is so big, it is
because of the size of our God. That is a God we can trust. We can have absolute confidence in Him in sick-
ness and in health. We can look to Him for healing and wholeness.

| read a story about a woman whose husband left her after 35 years of marriage. A few months later
her healthy mother died suddenly. She felt rejected and worthless. Some people reach out to the bottle or to
drugs. She was lucky to have a Christian friend that supported her and helped her understand that God is ever
present in our time of need. She writes. "I still complain that God is silent. But | am not as frightened of the
silence as | once was. Silence is not taken for a rejection anymore. Silence is just that, silence, a different way
of getting me to listen and pay attention.” The real blessing is that God is ever present and always ready to
comfort us in good time and bad.

My blessing feather this year is the opportunity to serve others and to serve God.
Happy Thanksgiving

Circle of Concern

Home: Mary Heslop, Kay Bartberger, May Russell, Sharon Bauer, Joanne McCleran, Gladys Williams, David
Ruthermond, Leah Dunn, Marguerite Accola, Jim Ratcliff, Billy Anderson, Ann Anderson

Sunnyside Assisted Living: Judy Barker

Al so |l et’s pray for all our Military that are
who have died for their country and those that are left to continue this battle.
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