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Continuation from February DW

We want to be in a state of unceasing prayer but we don’t want to commit to the
disciplines necessary to bring it about. Jesus made prayer a habit and as such He walked
in immeasurable power. The first step Jesus took when entering into prayer was that of
solitude. Jesus made time and sought out specific places to be alone with the Father.
This in turn made Him the perfect human vessel for His perfect divinity to flow
through. Today as children of the living God, with the help of the indwelling Holy
Spirit we have the ability in a powerful way as witnesses for the kingdom of God. We
have the ability to surrender to God, allowing Him to instill His desires within us,
walking in obedience, doing great things as witnesses for our Lord. “But you shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be my witnesses
in Jerusalem and all of Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 18). This
power to witness and to proclaim the Word of God can become manifest in each and
every believer. Solitude of the heart is the beginning of surrender to God. Once
surrender begins we can begin to pray in a way that combines the full strength of mind,
body, soul and spirit in a way we never before thought possible.

Thomas a Kempis writes: The Love of Solitude and Silence

SEEK a suitable time for leisure and meditate often on the favors of God. Leave
curiosities alone. Read such matters as bring sorrow to the heart rather than occupation
to the mind. If you withdraw yourself from unnecessary talking and idle running about,
from listening to gossip and rumors, you will find enough time that is suitable for holy
meditation.

Very many great saints avoided the company of men wherever possible and chose to
serve God in retirement. “As often as [ have been among men,” said one writer, “I
have returned less a man.” We often find this to be true when we take part in long
conversations. It is easier to be silent altogether than not to speak too much. To stay at
home is easier than to be sufficiently on guard while away. Anyone, then, who aims to
live the inner and spiritual life must go apart, with Jesus, from the crowd.

Continued . . .
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No man appears in safety before the public eye unless he first relishes obscurity.
No man is safe in speaking unless he loves to be silent. No man rules safely unless he is
willing to be ruled. No man commands safely unless he has learned well how to obey.
No man rejoices safely unless he as within him the testimony of a good conscience.

More than this, the security of the saints was always enveloped in the fear of
God, nor were they less cautious and humble because they were conspicuous for great
virtues and graces. The security of the wicked, on the contrary, springs from pride and
presumption, and will end in their own deception.

Never promise yourself security in this life, even though you seem to be a good
religious person or a devout hermit. It happens very often that those whom men esteem
highly are more seriously endangered by their own excessive confidence. Hence, for
any it is better not to be too free from temptation, but often to be tried lest they become
too secure, too filled with pride, or even too eager to fall back upon external comforts.

If only a man would never seek passing joys or entangled himself with worldly
affairs, what a good conscience he would have. What great peace and tranquility
would be his, if he cut himself off from all empty care and thought only of things divine,
things helpful to his soul, and put all his trust in God.

No man deserves the consolation of heaven unless he persistently arouses
himself to holy contrition. If you desire true sorrow of heart, seek the privacy of your
cell and shut out the uproar of the world, as it is written “In your chamber bewail your
sins.” There you will find what too often you lose abroad.

Your cell will become dear to you if you remain in it, but if you do not, it will
become wearisome. If in the beginning of your religious life, you live within your cell
and keep to it, it will soon become a special friend and a very great comfort.

In silence and quiet the devout soul advances in virtue and learns the hidden
truths of Scripture. There she finds a flood of tears with which to bathe and cleanse
herself nightly, that she may become the more intimate with her Creator the farther she
withdraws from all the tumult of the world. For God and His holy angels will draw near
to him who withdraws from friends and acquaintances.

It is better for a man to be obscure and to attend to his salvation than to neglect it
and work miracles. It is praiseworthy for a religious seldom to go abroad, to flee the
sight of men and have no wish to see him.

Why wish to see what you are not permitted to have? “the world passes away
and the concupiscence thereof. “Sensual craving sometimes entices you to wander
around, but when the moment is past, what do you bring back with you save a disturbed
conscience and heavy heart? A happy going often leads to a sad return, a merry evening
to a mournful dawn. Thus, all carnal joy begins sweetly but in the end brings remorse
and death.
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What can you find elsewhere that you cannot find here in your cell? Behold
heaven and earth and all the elements, for of these all things are made. What can you
see anywhere under the sun that will remain long? Perhaps you think you will
completely satisfy yourself, but you cannot do so, for if you should see all existing
things, what would they be but an empty vision?

Raise your eyes to God in heaven and pray because of your sins and
shortcomings. Leave vanity to the vain. Set yourself to the things which God has
commanded you to do. Close the door upon yourself and call to you Jesus, your
Beloved. Remain with Him in your cell, for nowhere else will you find such peace. If
you had not left it, and had not listened to idle gossip, you would have remained in
greater peace. But since you love, sometimes, to hear news, it is only right that you
should suffer sorrow of heart from it.

From: The Imitation of Christ
By Thomas a Kempis
Chapter 20

Circle of Concern

Home: Mary Heslop, Kay Bartberger, May Russell, Sharon Bauer, Joanne McLeran,
Gladys Williams, Leah Dunn, David Rothermund, the entire Simpkins’ Family
especially Jan; Christi Coy, Bill Greene, Ernest Lindley, Maggie Stansfield
Wouesthoff Hospital: Betty Turner

Island Health and Rehab. Merritt Island: Jim Ratcliffe.

Rockledge Rehab. June Reynolds., Elsie Bailey

Also pray for all our Military that are overseas fighting for our freedom. We must never
forget those who have died for their country and those that are left to continue this
battle.

CHAPEL SERVICE
, Come join us for Chapel Service Every Week.
oy
/”“i—\ Tuesday: 8:30am - Lectia Divina (Divine Reading)
N Wednesday: 6:00pm (Evenings) A Service of Song
k 0 1 Thursday: 10:30am A Service of Solitude
E—:\ Friday: 8:30am A Service of Presence (Holy Communion)

s



Easter Celebrations

Palm Sunday, March 16th
“Come and See
Bring a Friend to Church
8:00am Drive-In Worship
9:00am Praise Service
11:00am Traditional Worship
Invite your friends and neighbors to join us.
The Chancel Choir will perform our Easter Cantata at the
11am service.
(There will be a covered dish luncheon served in Hughlett
Hall following the 11am worship service.)

On Saturday, March 22, 10:00am, there will be
an Easter Egg Hunt for all the children.
Again, tell your friends and neighbors about it.
There will be lots of activities for the kids.

Easter Sunday March 23
Times of Services are:
- 6:45am Sunrise Service
\_/ 9:00am Praise Service
11am Traditional Worship Service.
(Our Bell Choir will be playing
at this service.)




FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1 ii February 21 2008

Income: Year to date Budget YTD Shortage
$58,539.60 $68,849.98 -$10,310.38

Please stop by the church office and pick up a copy of the
2008 Budget.

Diane Norton, Treasurer

-
w ATTENTION TROOPS!!
. .

WHEN: Friday, April 11th 2008 at 6pm
WHERE: FUMC Cocoa in Hughlett Hall
WHAT: 0The Holl ywood Canteenbd
COST: $10 Dollars i Dinner and Show
0The Holl ywood Canteend6 a fabulous USO

of the numerous air raids. Dinner will be at 1800 hours sharp (6pm).
Show will follow as soon as the mess Sgt. (Sgt. Russell) has everyone fed.

The volunteer stars coming to entertain you include Marlene Dietrich,
Don Cornell, The Fantastic Andrew  Sisters, Rosemary Clooney, Ezio
Pinza, The Gold Dusters, The Latin Delight Dancers and a host of new-
comers.

Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased after church. (See Sqgt.
Sue Oden)




MARCH 2008
(Main Happenings)

March 3 5:30pm Finance Meeting (Church Office)
6:00pm SPR meeting, - Rm. 102
March 4 4:00pm Bible Study (Epistle of St. James) -Rm. 102 *
5:30pm Tuesday Night Dinner *
March 5 9:30am UMW Executive Board Meeting 1 Rm. 102
March 6 5:30pm Trustees Meeting - Rm. 102
March 7 AWorl d Day of Prayero See

March 10 7:00pm Church Council Meeting -Rm. 102

March 12 10:30am UMW General Board Meeting

March 15 Practice for the Cantata (Sanctuary)

March 16 ACome See Sundayo Bring a
March 17 Holy Week Begins

March 18 No Tuesday Night Dinner (See March 20th)*

March 19 Circle Meetings

March 20 5:30pm Fellowship Dinner*

UMW Pa

Friend

6: 30pm Holy Thursday fiUpper Room

March 22 10:00am Easter Egg Hunt

March 23 Easter Sunday (Bell Choir Traditional Service
(see DW for services)

March 26 Ruth Book Group

(Check your Sunday Bulletin for updates and new events.)




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2008

EXECUTIVE BOARD wi | | meet Wednesday, Mar ch 5t
be making some important decisions so all members are encouraged to attend.

THE UNIT meeting will be Wednesday, March 12 at 10:30am in Hughlett Hall. The

program fAPeace: Journeying to Claim it ol w

Easter Program!!
The Lydia Circle is the Host Group.

Big THANK YOU to Genie Hardee and Nancy Glass for our 2008 UMW Book.

CIRCLES
Lydia Circle will meet Wednesday March 19 at 10:00am.

Rachel Circle will meet on Wednesday March 19 at 10:00am. With Jean Colston.
Norma Ronstrom will have the program and Mildred Page will have the devotion.

Martha Circle will meet on Thursday, March 20 at 9:30am with Lila Slack.

Mary Deborah will meet Monday March 17th at 7:00pm in the church parlor.

RUTH BOOK GROUP will meet Wednesday March 26 at
9:30am with Mildred Page. The program will be a historical story

for the group. Questions to Marcene Jackson or Mildred Page.

about the British in India entitled

nan Doyle. This will be presented in a very interesting way. This is a

mystery and webl |l all need to |ilste
Our refreshments will be Britishd Car | os wi | | mé k e

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - Friday 7th March e




UMW Newsletter Continued . . .

Spiritual Growth Study i God6s Mi ssi owaswelat@riled. Sq{or vy
Pastor Gene challenged us to think about the words as we sing. We can learn to ap-
preciate and understand Theology as we sing. Many of our Hymns can enrich our
Spiritual Growth. (Especially true as our Chancel Choir brings us music each week)
Pat Spencer, our Spiritual Growth Secretary, presented our February program and

concluded our Study. Of fering of $50 wWas
their Music Workshop. UMW Studies always have an action and we cannot be
APassived Christians. We 61 | report our|] ac

MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET

' t6s That TAprih2thpégm.iThe! ! !
theme willbe it D1 X1 E Tha tickets will be $7.00
adults and $3.00 (girls 9 and under)

There will be Child Care for the little boys. Carlos Page and friends
will cook the meal (Swiss Steak.) Men will serve and clean up also. The pro-
gramwillbe A Di xi e Land Musi co.

Tickets will be available on Wednesday, March 12 at the Unit Meeting,
Circle leaders and in the office. Elsie Vasilevich is our Ticket Chairperson.

Genie Hardee will be taking pictures againd come a little early if you
would like to get ahead of the crowd. What to Wear??? You can wear Red,
White and Blue i f youdé |i ke to Ago wWith
you feel special in as this is a special event. Watch April DW for further infor-
mation. Michael Hardee will be in charge of the dining room for clean up!

Future Dates: Check February Issue. Questions about these can be directed
to our President Marianne Wright.




SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

Adult Fellowship Class enjoyed a party on February 23 at Elsie, Walter
and Henryos. The lunch was a delicijous
visited as they ate and then enjoyed playing Pictionary and other iy est efQy e &
gameso

The Fellowship Class meets in Room 316.

The Searchers had their February party at Duane Myers house. The
meal and the visiting were enjoyed by 15 members. Searchers meet in Room
102.

A letter of Appreciation

| would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, visits, and phone
calls following my recent surgery.

Thank you, Lang Houston

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so very much for all your prayers and well wishes. Your
prayers have worked and God has hearjd t
Cased0 they described and my recovery i s

Christi Coy




March 2008
3/02  Dorothy Adams, Pat Spencer
3/03  James Mitchell
3/04  Jim Wright, Jr. Arlene Owens
3/05 Joanne Booth
3/06 Lenora Cuppett, Beth Stacy,
Ken Booth
3/07 Irene Marek, Clinton Wright
3/08 Gwen Mangum
3/09  John Hankins
3/10  Pat Russell, Duane Miers
3/11 David Russell
3/12 Dell Higgs, Rita Renfroe,
Jay Wright 111, Sidney Gillis
3/14  Jessica Hasto, Stevie Haile
3/16  Lee Strong, Joseph Hasto,
3/17  Bernie Simpkins
3/18 Laura Beverage,
Lila Slack, Frances Martin
3/21  Vernon Knight
3/22  Loretta Coffey, Isabella Liberatore
3/23  Sherry Jeter
3/24  Louise Mills
3/31 Alex Gillis

Birthdays!

APRIL 2008

4/01

4/03
4/04
4/06
4/10

4/13
4/15
4/17
4/18
4/21

4/22
4124
4125
4127
4/28
4/29

Myrtle Caruso, Karl Matern
Roberta Masse
Judy Barker
Gretchen McGaffic
Curt Reed, Bob Hickle
Alma Graham
Shirley Cornelison,
Eli Drobniewski,
Maia Drobniewski
Harold Lewis
Fleeta Lindley
Stephanie Mangum
Gene Yotka
Mitch Tidwell. Jean Marsh.
Jeffrey Simmen, Barry Slack
Cheryl Patrick
Mary Stromire
Sharon Bauer, Heather Pearson
Dale Mitchell
Jim Beatty
Betty Bradford
Ann Harris

Please let the church office know if we have
forgotten anybody’s birthday. Also,
Remember the Birthday Box in the Narthex.




*Thie ie the day the Lerd has made.
Rejeiee and be glad in itl™

We invite you te wership with us.
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