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Pastor’s Columm continued from May DW.

Of all God’s gifts nothing is more foundational than wisdom. Because, it is through and
by a grace empowered decision to seek wisdom that we take our first steps in bringing
the spiritual to bear on the physical, rather than vice versa. When we put God at the
center of our lives we then allow the Holy Spirit who sees all things clearly, to direct of
lives. When we allow the physical or material to guide our spirituality we are allowing a
distorted and cloudy view of reality to guide the way. A life led by the Holy Spirit is a
life on the path of peace. A life led by the material world is a life on the path of chaos.
A life on the path of chaos leaves us open to all kinds of spiritual dangers, which can
allow the devil a foothold in our lives. The quest for peace in a person’s life begins with
a true and fervent desire to seek wisdom from God and not from within oneself.
Wisdom, when heeded, always leads to a God centered rather than self-centered
perspective and attitude. The Scriptures are always comparing human wisdom and
godly wisdom.

| pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, Ephesians 1:17 "**

And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 1 Corinthians 2:13 "**

NRS James 3:13-18 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life
that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.** But if you have bitter envy
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.* Such
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.® For
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of
every kind. '’ But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.*® And a
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.

The person who wishes to gain wisdom cannot be myopically stuck in the natural
world, but must open their minds to the things of God, developing a spirit of wisdom
which is guided and informed by the Spirit of God.




Continued from front cover . . .

Even if one has not fully accepted God as the guiding force in their lives, the wise person will
open themselves up to the possibility of such guidance. The unwise person will cower in fear
that they might be opened up to a new understanding, and that new understanding might
radically alter their perception of how the universe is held together. I am not speaking of pure
intellect here, as the brightest among us can also be quite set in their views, to the point that
revelation and thus wisdom cannot penetrate. The wise person however, is open to the
possibility that their path of thinking might not be the, be all, to end all.

This goes for the so-called religious person as well as the staunch atheist. The wise person asks
if there is more. The wise person knows that in and of themselves they cannot find the peaceful,
meaningful life that they are seeking.

As previously indicated this is learned through a spirit of wisdom that is open to revelation from
God, taught by the Spirit. As in any form of learning one must sit at the feet of the teacher and
surrender themselves to the teaching. To learn the spiritual side of wisdom we must sit at the
feet of Christ. In fact it is the Spirit who interprets spiritual things to those who are spiritual.
Wisdom begins by recognizing our need for God’s teaching. Not in a manner that is peripheral
to our everyday life but in a manner which places the master at the center of all we think, say
and do. The student sits at the feet of the master. The wise person knows the laws, dynamics and
rhythms of true Reality. Wisdom is in a real sense the ability to discern reality and go with it.
God created a rhythm of life. From the very beginning this rhythm included a cycle of work and
rest. To gain wisdom we must rediscover, we must discern the rhythmic Reality that God has
put into all things. Harmony leads to peace; dissonance leads to chaos. When we establish lives
in harmony with God’s created order we live lives that recognize God’s presence as creator,
redeemer and sustainer. We can recognize when we are living lives that are in sync with God’s
created rhythm because we are living in the moment. God transcends time, yet for us God’s real
presence can only be known in the moment. We can study God’s work in the past, and from it
we can learn certain ways of God. The past, on a day to day basis however, is for the most part
unknown. The future is unknown in a different way. We can know certain things such as the
parousia (the second coming of Christ), the New Jerusalem and the ultimate destruction of evil
as future events but for the most part the future on a day to day basis for us is unknown. The
present is the one true reality. The present moment can be known. Because it is in the present
that revelation from God occurs. God is pouring out grace on each of us at every moment. The
truly wise person seeks to discern and respond to that grace in a positive manner. When we
practice the presence of God by responding to God’s grace in an obedient fashion we begin to
take on the characteristics of our master and our teacher. Primary among these characteristics is
love. Continued next month (July)



CIRCLE OF CONCERN

Home: Mary Heslop, Kay Bartberger, May Russell, Sharon Bauer, Joanne McLeran,
Gladys Williams, Leah Dunn, David Rothermund, the entire Simpkins’ Family especially
Jan; Christi Coy, Ernest Lindley, Ann Anderson, Maggie Stansfield, Betty Turner,

Peggy Morgan Halper,

Death: Edna Earle Rollins passed away Friday, May 23rd. Please keep her family in
prayer.

Wouesthoff Progressive Care: Judy Barker

CHAPEL SERVICE y
Come join us for Chapel Service Every Week. A
Tuesday: 10:30am - Lectia Divina (Divine Reading) /ﬂ\«‘
Wednesday: 6:00pm (Evenings) A Service of Song (i ',
Thursday: 10:30am A Service of Solitude ‘,:.\
Friday: 8:30am A Service of Presence (Holy Communion) o

WORDS OF GRATITUDE:

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards and visits while | was in hospital as
well as during rehab. It is good to know that my Church Family care so much.

God Bless you all, Lucille Taylor
++++++++++

| would like to thank my church family for the love and support given to me and my family,

during the time | was away helping care for my Mother the last few weeks of her life. Your

love, calls, prayers and card

With sincere appreciation Genie, Mikael and the family of Frances Johnston.
++++++++++++

We wish to give thanks to all members of FUMC Cocoa and specifically the Adult Fellow-
ship Class, for the generous love, care and support given to Betty during her most recent ill-
ness and subsequent recovery. As many of you know she has shown significant improve-
ment and we have you all and the love of our Lord to thank for that. Thank you very much,
In His most precious name.

Bob, Richard, Tom and Debbie Turner



COMING SOON!
PEOPLE OF

FA.LT.H.
CONNECTION

BIBLE STUDY

WITH PASTOR GENE.
THIS IS THE MOST ATTENDED BIBLE STUDY
WE HAVE EVER HAD.
DON"T BE LEFT OUT. COM

THIS STUDY IS FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS.

STUDY BEGINS AT 4PM EVERY TUESDAY EVENING
PRIOR TO OUR FELLOWSHIP DINNER.
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 636-4811

VBS!

“God’s Back Yard”

Starting on Monday June 16, 2008

Ending Friday June 20, 2008
VBS begins at 6pm ends 9pm Daily

A dinner will be provided every day starting at 5:30pm.
exciting program, great facility
Tell all your friends who have kids.
David Russell,
Yout h/ Childrends Direc
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MEMO FROM THE UMM
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Because of the prayer brea
meeting in March. Our April Breakfast was sponsored by Pas-
tor Lowell and his wife Ruth. Spouses were invited and we had
46 in attendance. After a great breakfast Pastor Lowell showed us a very informa-

tive film on the History of the Fag.

The May meeting speaker was Dr. Alison who is a Chiropractor with Dr.
Kevin Fogarty.

A reminder of the UMM6s Schol arship
graduating from High School and planning to attend college, . Get your request into
us as soon as possible so you can be considered.

A note to all men of the church. We need more worship leaders and greeters
for the Drive-In Service. Remember this is our only source of income.

i BEGINNING HANDBELL CLASS

— If you are interested in learning at ring handbells,
\ please join us for our six week class. You do not need

\‘\
re o\ i .
44 o \\\\\ﬂ; to be able to read music to learn to make a beautiful
A[ / 2% sound with bells.
i/ SrL A
) A\

S —-L_‘~ R No long term commitment. All ages! Try it!

The group will meet for six weeks beginning in early July. Meeting day and
time will be determined by the participants.

Call the Church office if you are interested. 636 -4811




JUNE 2008

(Main Happenings) /\ ’]
June 1 2:00pm ASpring Ringbod ir'W’ an

June 2 5:30pm Finance Meeting

June 3 *4:00pn Bible Study Rm. 102
6:30pm Getting Acquainted Class

June 5 5:30pm Trustees Meeting Rm. 102
*6:30pm Awakening Worship Mtg.

June 9 7:00pm Church Council Meeting Rm. 102
June 10 7:00pm State of the Church Meeting. Hughlett Hall

June 11 10:30am UMW General Meeting
5:30pm Backyard Ministry Meeting Rm. 102

June 15 12:30pm State of the Church Meetingd Hughlett Hall
June 16-20 Vacation Bible School (all week)

June 21 9amd 1pm Youth Car Wash
llamd2pm Ernest & Fleeta Lindleyo

June23-30 Summer Yout h Camp Trip ACreat i
(Pastor Gene will be away that week)
*Every Week.

We hope you will all have a wonderful and safe summer.

Please check your Sunday Bulletin for weekly events here at FUMC and for any
changes in programs.




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2008

Executive Board
Will not meet. Any questions can be directed to either Marianne Wright or Vivian
Scott.

The Unit Meeting

Will be Wednesday, June 11 at 10:30am in Hughlett Hall. The program will be
given by Marcene Jackson and is entitled “He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands.”
The host group is Martha Circle. This will be “A Stone Green Salad.” The Martha
Circle will provide the stone, lettuce, dressing, crackers and dessert along with bever-
ages. Everyone else will bring 1 1/2 cups to 2 cups of salad trimmings such as carrots,
tomatoes, celery, peppers, olives and other items you put in your salad at home. BUT
have them sliced and diced ready to mix. Questions to Marion Culpepper.

Circles:

Lydia Circle
Will meet with Betty Pound on June 18 at 10:00am.

Rachel Circle
Will not meet. Attend General Meeting.

Martha Circle
Will be hosting Unit meeting

Mary Deborah Circle
Will be contacted

Ruth Book Group

Will meet June 25 (Wednesday) at 9:30am with Nancy Glass. The book is
“Swimming Lessons and the Turtle Summer” by Mary Olive Monroe. Nancy will be
the Reviewer. The books are being circulated—check with Nancy if you need to read
them.




UMW Continued. . .
ANNUAL MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET (Revisited)

All was and is well. We had a good number present. Carol Reed’s family was our only
four generation. There were lots and lots of three generations. The over ninety group was
Ruth Warden, Dot Sholar, Pat Russell and a winter friend Grace Littlefield. The daughter
and granddaughter who traveled the furthest was Leone Cuppett’s family from Baltimore.
The Hardees’ were called out of town because of family illness but the Rothermunds were
good substitutes. Thanks again for all the men who worked. We’ll be calling on you again
in 2009. If you decide you want a Father/Son Banquet let us know—we’ll be there!!!

MISSION STUDIES FOR 2008 AND 2009

| Believe in Jesus Giving Our Hearts Away: Native American Services
Israel/Palestine: You’ll be hearing more about these later.

Check dates of meetings for District Conference in May’s DW

Reading reports should be turned into Ruth Warden this Fall. Remember
that we are one of the “best read” units in our District so keep reading!!
Many of the books are available at the Public Library. Get a list from Ruth.
Questions to either Ruth or Nancy Glass.

Vg
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DID YOU KNOW? That our Sisters in Christ in Cuba are using the same
literature and Program Material that we are? Of course theirs is in Spanish.

SHARE BOOK WITH CHILDREN/GRANDCHILDREN

“Al most Gone: The WohyStaré JankinR B a gecat hook £ sharan
The story is good and the pictures are great. You can get it from the Public Library.
Pictures of a hairy-nosed wombat and an eastern barred bandicoot—share a book and help
your family become a part of “Saving the World.”

LOOKING AHEAD
Wednesday, July 9 at 10:30am Unit Meeting program will be Major
=% Sharon Owens from the Salvation Army. This will be our Serving Our
Community Program. Bring paper suppliers (Kleenex, Tissues, Napkins
etc.

A |




MISSION NEWS
USO CARDS

His Hands and Feet Mission/Service Team collected for USO Cards
for May and pray that everyone was able to help and that cards of thanks were
sent to service people. Our next function is the Roast Beef Dinner and Silent
Auction in August. It sounds like a long time away, but things need to be
done now. Are you bringing in those items that could be sold? We are also
going to have Pastor Gene do some “Live Auctioning”. We always have
minimum bids, so you can see if you have something that you would like to

donate for the Pantry and Sister Church in Cuba for the right price.

SILENT AUCTION
Do you have a contact for a business to make a donation or a gift
certificate? We have letters of introduction and this has to be done in ad-
vance for possible corporate approval. Let one of the Mission Members
know, or the church office and we will furnish you a letter. We have as-
signed some people to certain contacts, so please inform us if you would like
to do that contact so we do not address the letters twice.

We are going to try and make baskets of like items and have an even better se-
lection of items, but still keep the prices down. Remember, this is a fundraiser and will
not price out of sight. Do you have a contact to advertise this? We need all the help we
can get to get the public into our church and see what wonderful things we are doing
while they are having a good time.

CUBA
A wonderful couple has helped with sending packages ,’\
down to Cuba. We will try to send as much as we can as what

can be sent is also limited. | am still trying to go down this year
in November and working on ways to help their church build their bathroom and do re-
pairs. Please pray that we can get a Treasury Letter and that the airline situation will
continue to be able to function as it has been.
CHILDREN

We also need to concentrate on our own children here. Have you offered your
time to work a Sunday? You have great knowledge and we know children love their
grandparents, so you cannot be too old. What a blessing you will get out of this work.
Some of these children do not have grandparents who live close or you do not have your
grandchildren close. Remember - do what you can, when you can, for the Work of the
Lord. Jackie D, Jean Romprey, Duan Myers and Sara Fellows are ready to help you.
Would anyone else like to be part of our team?



® Birthdays!

JUNE, 2008

6/01
6/04
6/05
6/07
6/08
6/09
6/10
6/12
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/17
6/19
6/23
6/24
6/25
6/27
6/28
6/29
6/30

Tara Liberatore

Ernest Lindley, David Oliver

Jo Crouch

John Patrick

Floyd Perrin, Lois Childers, Victoria Yotka
Don Oden

Lou Kruger

Ronald Chabot, Fred Tramel

Dennis Peterson, Mary Ann Yotka

Lowell Garland, Kyle Conrad

Roberta Frye, Arnold Smith

Ray Sharp, Carina Slack

Sara Harmon

Frances Tidwell

Leah Dunn

Michael Artelli 111

Gladys Williams

Chuck Kurzweil, Jan Conrad, Jim Williams
Frances Brewer, Helen Damron, Luther Williams
Pat Buckley



Youth/ Chil df e
Happenings!

Starting on Monday June 16th 2008 and ending Friday June 20, VBS begins at 6pm
and ends at 9pm daily.
A dinner will be provided every day starting at 5:30pm.

Exciting program, great facility, and interested kids. We still need volunteers to as-
sist in this week long activity.
All very rewarding.

Last month on May 18thwe statedCHI L DRE N’ S B | Bfdr &l ctldrdn D )Y
ages K through—6th Grade, from 10am to—211am in room 318. We hope to see this
study grow overtime.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 10am, same as Adult Sun-
day School and finishes at 11am. This is for youth grades 7 through
12 in Room 310

Nursery is provide to children 3 months to 4 years. Nursery Time:
9am—to 12pm in room #19

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY—Sunday Nights 6pm—38pm. This is for
youth 7th -—12th grade ONLY. Dinner will be provided in Hughlett Hall. We also
have Wednesday Night Youth 6pm to 8pm 7th—through 12 grades only please.

We have some awesome things planned for the future with our children and youth
and we hope that all member of our great church will help in making things hap-
pen.

Keep checking the bulletins and

DW' s . ba. <7 </ &« on the move to
bigger and ““"‘ better things that

are exciting and we want you
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First United Methodist Church, Cocoa
825 Forrest Avenue, Cocoa, Florida 32922
321-636-4811
www.fumc-cocoa.org



