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*SEPTEMBER  2009* 

 
Hi Everyone, 

     This article was published in my Asbury Alumni Newsletter. It is 

very important that we never lose the focus of who we are as the people 

of God and what we are called to do in this world. It is very important 

that we consider the value that God places on every soul and do all we 

can to draw and nurture whoever seeks God in our midst.  

 

Blessings. Pastor Gene   

Wisdom of the Ages: Lost Away From Home - Lost at 

Home 

 
Rev. Dr. Henry Clay Morrison (1857-1942) - Founder and first president 

of Asbury Theological Seminary, 20 year editor of The Pentecostal Herald 

 

Editorial printed in the July 1, 1898 issue of The Pentecostal Herald: 

 

In the fifteenth chapter of Luke's gospel, our Lord Je-

sus teaches us very clearly that some people are lost at 

home, while some are lost away from home.  The 

sheep was afar on the desert, but the silver in the house 

– both were lost.  The same truth is brought out with 

greater force and clearness in the parable of the prodi-

gal son.  There were two classes of people before our 

Lord on this occasion – publicans and sinners, Scribes 

and Pharisees; the former out of the church, the latter in the church; but both 

alike lost, as is illustrated in the parable.  No one could ever have suspected 

the cold selfishness of the brother at home but for the absent brother's re-

turn.  But the coming home of the lost one proved that the one at home was 

most miserably lost also.  It took the homecoming of the prodigal brother to 

reveal the miserably lost condition of the brother at home.  Have you not  

often been surprised during times of revival at the deadness and  

indifference of church members who         Continued . . . . .  
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Circle of Concern 
Home: Mary Heslop, Kay Bartberger, May Russell,  David Rothermund,  Christi Coy,  

Ernest Lindley,  Betty Turner,  Jim Bishop, Sr., Peggy Morgan Halper,  Fay Mallard, Elsie 

Bailey, Gladys Williams, Lucille Taylor,  Joanna Ramsey, Judy Barker, Bob Kunkle, 

Jim Crouch, Sharon Bauer, Emma Jean McKInley 

 

Please inform the church office if you know of anyone in hospital or needs a visit. 

 

 

Continued from front page: 

 

would put forth no effort to rescue the perishing, and manifest no joy over the salva-

tion of sinners?  They were lost at home.  They may have been as orderly and well be-

haved as the son who had remained at the father's house, but they were lost.  

Have you not noticed frequently in times of revivals that your most stubborn opposers 

were church members?  They would oppose you in every move you made.  If a soul 

cried out for mercy, they would not hasten to point that soul to Jesus.  If someone 

came into the light and shouted for joy, they looked on with a frown of disgust and 

contempt.  You were puzzled to know why it was that they thus behaved.  The whole 

matter can only be explained in one way – they were lost at home. 

A holiness camp meeting is announced – many hungry souls attend, scores are con-

verted, many are sanctified, the note of joy is ringing high in heaven and on earth over 

the rescue of the lost.  Angels and men are happy.  But notice the little ecclesias-

tic.  He sulks and threatens; he is going to turn somebody out of the church.  The spirit 

of the Scribes and Pharisees is in him.  He is lost at home. 

How fearfully lost are such men; and yet for them there is hope and mercy.  The 

woman found the piece of money, and the father said: "Son, all that I have is thine." 

That soul that is so full of prejudice that it cannot rejoice over the salvation of lost 

souls, is itself lost.  Reader, do not imagine because you are a church member, and a 

person of good morals, and well respected, that therefore, you are saved.  Do you love 

souls?  Do you labor for their salvation, and rejoice over them when they come back 

to the Father?  If not, then be assured that you are lost at home.  Like the piece of 

money and the son who did not go away into the depths of shame, you are cold and 

dead and selfish and lost. 

© Copyright 2009, Asbury Theological Seminary. All rights reserved. Used by Per-

mission 
 



READY, SET, GO!! 
Are you ready for the APPALACHIAN GOSPEL EVENT?  It’s 
coming soon!   
Sunday, September 20th will be here before you know it! 
Everybody get your name tags out so we can greet our guests 
with a smile and the hand of Christian fellowship. 
      See You There!  

____________________________________________ 
PUMPKIN PATCH IS BACK!!!!! 

On October 10th around noon pumpkins will be deliv-

ered to First UMC of Cocoa and your church is looking 

for some volunteers to help make it a success. A meeting 

will be held Sept 4th at 6:00 in the sanctuary. If you are 

lead please join us or pass the word. 

 We need prayer warriors, decorators, pumpkin salesman, people to 

unload the truck and this list goes on. If you feel that you can help in any way 

please join us on Sept 4th at 6 in the sanctuary.  

Beginning on Sunday Sept 6th a sign up board will be in the sanctuary, 

in Hughlett Hall during Tuesday night dinners and the Sunday school class-

room may even be visited by a pumpkin helper to get the spot filled in. The rest 

of the time it will be in the church office or you can call MaryAnn Yotka for 

any information. So please begin by praying where GOD may be leading you 

to help with this years PUMPKIN PATCH!!!  

CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY. 
We trust that most of you have already signed up for 

your picture to be taken for our new Church Directory.  

If not there is still time. 

Call the church office and we can put your name in a 

time slot which, hopefully will work for you. There will 

be a “Make-Up Day” for those away on Oct. 20th 

Time to be announced.   

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Photography
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SEPTEMBER 2 0 0 9  
Tuesday 1   *8 :45am  Staff Meeting 

   *10 :00am Alzheimer' s Group  

    Meeting Rm. 208  

   *3 :45pm  Bible Study, Rm. 208  

Wednesday 2   *6 :00am Prayer Meeting 

   9 :30am UMW Executive Meeting 

Thursday 3   6:00pm Trustees Meeting 

   7pm Sanctuary, Contemporary Worship Concert 

Friday 4   7pm Sanctuary, Contemporary Worship Concert 

Saturday 5   7pm Sanctuary, Contemporary Worship Concert 

Sunday 6   Communion Sunday 

Monday 7   Labor Day, Office Closed 

Tuesday 8   9 :30am—11:30am Mission Study -Parlor 

   *3 :45pm  Bible Study Rm. 208  with John Cummins 

   *5 :30pm  Tuesday Night Dinner resumes 

Wednesday 9   *  6 :00am. Men’s Prayer Group 

   10 :30am UMW General Meeting Hughlett Hall 

   6 :30pm  ―Getting Acquainted Class‖ with Pastor Gene 

September 11  Chapel Open For Prayer (We Must Never Forget) 

Monday 14   5:30pm.  Finance Meeting Church Office 

   7 :00pm  Church Council Meeting, Rm. 208  

Wednesday 16  Directory Photos Taken—Hughlett Hall 

Thursday   17  Directory Photos Taken—Hughlett Hall 

Friday  18   Directory Photos Taken–  Hughlett Hall 

Saturday 19   Directory Photos Taken–  Hughlett Hall 

   8 :00am UMM Breakfast at Jimmy’s Restaurant   

Sunday 20   4:00pm Appalachian Gospel Concert 

Tuesday 22   10am Alumni Group meeting (Alzheimer’s Group) 

Wednesday 23  9 :30am—11am Book Group Meeting (Parlor)  

Thursday 24   7 :00pm Men’s Cristo Send-off in Sanctuary  

Friday 25    6 :30—7:30pm  Spouses Cristo Meeting Hughlett Hall 

Saturday 26   Fall Festival Meeting  (TBD) 

 

* events/ meetings every week. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=September


words of Thanks 
I would like to thank all of you for your prayers, cards and kindness during my stay in the hos-

pital as well as when I came home.  I am so blessed to have my wonderful church family to get 

me through these times in my life.  God Bless You, Lila Slack. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to express her gratitude for all the visits, cards, prayer and concerns during her 

recent surgery and rehab.  I am blessed to have this church family. 

        Marge Cerro 

PRAYER IN YOUR LIFE 
 

Our nation, our government, our church, our ministries, our youth, 

Your home, your spouse, your marriage, your job, your health, your 

mother, your father, your children, your grandchildren, and the list 

goes on and on. 

 We need PRAYER in our lives, You need PRAYER in your life!! 

 

Starting now people from our church are gathering together to pray 

for you and that list. All you have to do is let us know. If you are in need of prayer or 

you feel GOD is calling you to pray for others then meet us in the Narthex every Mon-

day at 10:30AM and we will be praying for those things on that list. 

 

James 5:13-16 (King James Version) Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is 

any merry? let him sing psalms.  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the 

church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And 

the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 

committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray 

one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 

availeth much. 

VISITATION PASTOR 

Rev. John Cummins is back on board as our Visitation Pastor.  He will be 

calling on some of our shut-ins in the next few weeks and will be in the of-

fice from 9am—12 noon,  Tues. Wed. Thurs..  We are so glad to have him 

back.   

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=PRAYER


UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
NEWSLETTER  

   September 2 0 0 9  

Executive Board Meeting: 

September’s meeting will be on the 2nd at 9 :30am.  

General Board Meeting: 

Will be held on Sept. 9 th at 10 :30am.  Please all try and attend.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDY 

September 8 th the Native American Mission Study will be held in the parlor from 

9:30am—11:30am.  The theme is ―Giving O ur Hearts Away—Native American 

Survival.‖   Come join the discussion and learn the history, religion present situation 

of the people living in the United States when Columbus arrived.  

 

The Native American Mission Study will conclude on Wednesday September 9 th at 

the United Methodist Women’s meeting.  The program will be ―The Potluck, Listen 

and Learn Around the Table.‖  Please bring a covered dish to share with others.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting places for September: 

 
The Mary Deborah Circle will attend the September 8 th Study session from 

9 :30am—11:30am in the parlor.  

Lydia Circle—Vivian Scott, September 16 th 

Rachel Circle –September 16 , Jean Colston 

Martha Circle—September 17 , Marian Culpepper 

 

Ruth Book Group—September 23 rd in the parlor—Two children’s books will be re-

viewed. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check your bulletin for any changes of dates or new information pertaining  to 

the UMW.   



Appalachian Gospel Concert 

 Have you heard about this program coming to our church???   

 Do you know what to expect??? 

 Do you want to have a great enjoyable experience??? 

Well read on, brothers and sisters, because you are in for the experience of your life. 

Enter into our time capsule and lets go back to the 1950s in the mountains of East 

Tennessee at the ―Shady Grove Church‖.  What you are you about to experience is 

a replication of a very old style of church service led by the lay folks of the church.  

A service filled with old favorite Gospel Hymns sung by the small choir and the con-

gregation along with story telling by the Deacon.  You see, the Preacher isn’t there 

this Sunday, because he is on his circuit of 3  of his other churches preaching.   

This is known  as ―GIVE ME THAT OLD TIME RELIGION‖ But wait, that’s not all. 

There will probably be some music from some Shady Grove residents to enjoy.  This 

will be a nostalgic time for many as well as fun time for all. 

To add to the joy and memories of this please experience a delicious ―O ld Fash-

ioned Dinner on the Grounds‖ to be immediately served after the program. 

Come early and browse through the ―Arts and Crafts‖ displays that will be available 

as well as music for your enjoyment by our own local talent, before and after the 

program.  A must stop and shop will be the Bake Sale.  Don’t miss this one.  Child 

Care will be available. 

The program is FREE, A Love O ffering will be taken.  ―The Dinner on the Grounds‖ 

tickets are $5 .00  per person or $10 .00  for a family of 4 , purchased before Thurs-

day 17 th Sept. 2009 .  Tickets purchased after are $6 .00  and $12 .00 .  Profit from 

this event is being used for the development of our new Memorial Community 

Prayer and Meditation Garden.  Please contact any of the Trustees or Jane at the 

church office with any questions. 

See you at Shady Grove Church, 4pm, Sunday 20 th of Sept. YA’ALL COME, 

YA’HEAR!!!!! 



  SEPTEMBER 
9/01 Mary Anderson 

9/03 Henry Hobson, Kathy Matern 

9/04 Dan Simpson 

9/06 Jim Bishop, Sr. 

9/08 Sali Gier 

9/09 Betty Rosier 

9/10 Bob Spencer 

9/11 Lang Houston 

9/12 Scott Russell 

9/13 Richard Grow, Marty Grow 

9/14 Tim Mosebach, Billy Mosebach 

9/15 Carl Russell 

9/17 Leo Cornelison 

9/18 Caitlin Donnelly 

9/19 Sonny Butt, Fr. 

9/21 Robert Harman, Virginia Clendinen 

             Carolyn Erambert, Janie Denny 

9/23 Marianne Wright 

9/24 Jean Colston, Diane Click 

9/26 David Hendry, Cheryl Hopkins 

             Louise Knight, Ed Winner 

               Norma Bennett, Dottie Harrison 

9/27 Thomas Temple, Todd Anderson 

9/28 Lee Covell, James Brown,  

   Michael Bowlby 

9/29 Lucretia Sumerlin, Michael Lindley 

 

 

OCTOBER 
10/01 Carolyn Hall. Diane Peterson 

10/02 Michael Artelli Jr., Chris Hibbard 

10/03 Modell Sharp, Marjorie Dale 

10/05 Mary Ross, Ken Denny 

10/07 Ann Elswick, Sandra Gates 

10/08 Joan Root, William Robinson 

   Amanda Russell 

10/09 Betty Byrd 

10/10 Pat Oliver, Ruseell Berry 

10/11 Frances Anderson, Don McCarter 

   Candy Owen 

10/12 Ray Marek 

10/14 Marge Cerro, Cindy Morgan 

10/16 Jean McMillan 

10/17 Ron Elswick, Sr. 

              Claudia Rameshwar 

10/18 Thurston McLeran 

10/21 Shirley McCarter 

10/26 Nancy Dean, Mary Heslop 

10/27 Grace Carrie 

10/28   Paul Hinsley, Edith Dalton, 

              Bonnie Hibbard 

10/31 Genie Hardee, Bruce Tate Jr.  

Remember our Birthday 

Box in the Narthex. 



PASTORIAL VISITATION 

 
As of July 1st, retired United Methodist Pastor, John Cummins became 

our designated  ―Visitation Pastor‖ on staff.  This is a ―part-time‖ posi-

tion with John devoting two or three afternoons each week visiting in 

homes, hospitals, and rehabilitation facilities. 

 

Pastor Gene Yotka, in his very intense schedule, is still making numer-

ous Pastor visits.  Together, they are committed to making sure that all our members and 

constituents  are receiving Pastor visits as needed. 

 

We invite everyone at F.U.M.C. to contact Jane Cruz, our administrative Assistant, if 

you desire one of our pastors to call in your home.  Also, if  you know of anyone enter-

ing a hospital or rehab, please call our office 636-4811. 

 

In addition to Pastoral Visits we have a significant number of Lay people who have indi-

cated they are willing to visit in homes.  Our Pastors will provide training and support to 

these ―Visitation Teams‖  beginning in September.  To God Be The Glory! 

 

    Submitted b John W. Cummins 

     Visitation Pastor 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

FLU SHOTS COMING SOON! 
Thanks to Marilyn Mayo we will be able to receive the Flu 

Shots this year.   

 

She has arranged to have them here on October 15th and they 

will be given from 1pm—3pm.  We will have a list here in the 

office within the next 10 days, that you will be able to sign up 

for them.  Do not have a  cost for them but as always if you re-

ceive Social Security and Medicare it should be Free!    Marilyn 

is hoping that they will be able to offer the H1N1 at a later date.  

It is very important that you receive the regular flu shot this 

year as things are suppose to worsen this  Fall/Winter pertain-

ing to the flu.  More information when available. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Flu+Shots


TO THE CRAFTY PEOPLE AT 
FUMC 

Are you an artist or a craft person?  If so are you willing to 
donate a sample or two of your work for sale at the  
Shepherd’s Closet Thrift Shop first annual public auc-

tion in set to take place on November 7th.   
 
 If you are an artist, photographer, woodworker, metal crafter, or one skilled in 
the fabric arts, glass arts, or other arts and crafts fields, we would welcome your 
donations.  In many cases, materials (picture frames, fabrics, beads, and oth-
ers ) are available in the thrift shop at no cost to church members for use in the 
creation of arts and craft projects.  Several members have already taken advan-
tage of these materials.  The value added to these items by your work will 
greatly improve our prospects for a successful sale.  
 
If you are interested, please call the thrift shop or visit us and check out the 
availability of materials for your skills.  You are limited only by your imagination 
              Sheryl Henderson  

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 

We had an awesome lock-in on August 29-30 with Rockledge Methodist Youth 
group here at our church.  It was very well attended with 25 kids staying all night 
long.  They also attended our praise service and showed the congregation how 
to dance and praise during worship.  We had 12 year old Christian country 
singer Mackenzie Morgan come and grace us with her beautiful voice, after 
which 90% of our youth came up for an altar call. 
 
This was a very fun time for all with a couple of news faces also.  We are grow-
ing every week  which is great to see.  Thank you to all our faithful volunteers 
for making this a special event. 
                   David Russell 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Arts+and++Crafts


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church, Cocoa 

825 Forrest Avenue, Cocoa, Florida 32922 

321-636-4811 

www.fumc-cocoa.org  


