
1 Peter 

1:17-21





This verse carries on the call for

a specific Christian lifestyle 

begun in the previous verses.

Peterõs  call to go deeper continues.



To call upon, to cry out to God

To invite God into our situations  

To be the head of our household

To be our provider

To be our protector

To inspire us to be kingdom people



When we call upon God as Father 

we acknowledge that we are 

Godõs children

Sons and Daughters

Brothers and Sisters

We proclaim the parameters of 

our relationship with God

and each other  



To call upon God is to call upon 

the perfect judge with regard to the 

way we express this familial 

relationship 

With God and one another  

What does God Judge?





Evil deeds meet with the judges 

disapproval

These are the things we 

do that weaken our 

relationship with God 

and with one another 
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The church is a colony, an island of 

one culture in the middle of 

another. In baptism our citizenship 

is transferred from one dominion to 

anotheréwe become 

resident aliens.

Hauerwas and Willimon òResident Aliensó



Great fear. It is a fearful thing to 

fall into the hands of God. It is 

fearful to realize that the church is 

more than a matter of good -hearted 

fellowship, that nothing less than 

life or death is involved here.

Hauerwas and Willimon òResident Aliensó 



And if you are invoking the name, 

if you are calling upon the Father 

who judges impartially according to 

the work (the practical expression) 

of each person, as you are a 

sojourner a stranger in a land not 

your own, who has been given time 

to live your lives, conduct 

yourselves in  reverent fear before 

the One on whom you call upon.  



Why are we to live in reverent 

fear before God? 



You know that you were ransomed 

from the futile ways inherited from 

your ancestors, not with perishable 

things like silver or gold, but with 

the precious blood of Christ, like 

that of a lamb without defect or 

blemish. NRS

1 Peter 1:18 -19 



We are set free from the learned 

behaviors that have been passed 

down to us by our ancestors. 

We are set free to move from 

following one set of rules to 

following another set of rules.



So, why donõt we 

act in accordance 

with this God given 

freedom? 



One of the purposes of the spiritual life is 

freedom.  Freedom to do what you really want. 

And what do you really want? To be able to 

love without impediment! To be free to do 

what in the depths of your heart your really 

want to. To be free to love what is important, 

what is worthy of our freedom.  As daughters 

and sons of Godé the real question is not, 

òAm I happy?ó butéóAm I free?ó Am I 

developing the freedom God has given me to 

respond with my whole self? 

Thomas Merton òUnpublished Lectureó from òKindling Desire for 

Godó by Kay L. Northcutt



We are sojourners in 

a foreign land, set 

free to be who God 

has called us to be. 

Set free to respond 

counter culturally as 

Godõs people, inviting 

others to step into 

the kingdom of God. 



The church is missing 

the boat when we 

forget that we are free 

to do the work of God 

even when things look 

bad.   When the 

church forgets who she 

is we become 

ineffectual and part of 

the problem. 



Our freedom was not 

cheap.  The cost was 

mindboggling.

We have been set free 

by the perfect, 

powerful, cleansing 

blood of Christ and 

itõs time we started 

acting like it! 



He was destined before the 

foundation of the world, but was 

revealed at the end of the ages for 

your sake. NRS 

1 Peter 1:20 



Through him you have come to 

trust in God, who raised him from 

the dead and gave him glory, so 

that your faith and hope are 

set on God. NRS 

1 Peter 1:21 



It means being free 

not to have to place 

our trust elsewhere. 

Itõs part of Godõs gift.

Why did God raise Christ from the 

dead and give Him glory?



So that we could be free to 

choose eternity and to live lives 

in accordance to Godõs love. 



It means being free not to have to 

place our faith and hope elsewhere. 

Itõs part of the gift.

Itõs about time that we stand up, as 

the church, once again exercising 

our freedom to be who God has 

called us to be. 



éif my people who are called by 

my name humble themselves, pray, 

seek my face, and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin 

and heal their land. NRS 

2 Chronicles 7:14 



Isnõt it time that we begin to 

exercise our spiritual freedom of 

prayer, seeking Godõs guidance so 

we can know what we are to do?

Isnõt it time that we come before 

God in repentance for our failures, 

seeking Godõs guidance during 

these ungodly times?





Let us exercise our freedom to  

come before the Lord this morning.

Now is the time to seek Godõs 

grace, love and guidance with new 

fervor and a new desire and to act, 

to respond accordingly, as the 

people of God. 




