God’s Living &
Word

1 Peter 1:22-25




This section is a continuation of
Peter's discourse on

Holy (Christian) Living.




An Ever
Deepening Love

Now that you have purified your souls by
your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual love, love one
another deeply from the heart. NRS

1 Peter 1:22



e

Purified souls/sins cleansed

How has this purification taken place?

By obedience to the truth




And God, who knows the human
heart, testified to them by giving

them the

C

I

oly Spirit, just as he

Id to us: a

1d In cleansing their

earts by faith he has made no

distinction between them and us.
RS Acts 15:8-9




The Result of This Purification Which
Come Through Obedience To The Tru

Genuine mutual love

Philadelphian (noun)
filadelfi,an

Brotherly and Sisterly Love




Genuine brotherly love, flowing
out of purified souls, because of
farth 1 n God¢

This Is a position that Peter
expects. This Is the assumed state
of the church.




This Is not a reprimand of the
church, but an urging, an edifying,
an encouragement, within the

process of a positive and

developing situation.

But 1t doesno
as we are called beyond brotherly love.




Called to A Deeper Love

Love one another
deeply from the heart

Agapesate (verb imperative)
avgaph,sate




Brotherly Love

Agape




John Wesl ey

How does this deepening happen?

How does an apple ripen?

It SItS In the sun.

So It Is with us, we must sit and
bask in the Son of God.




Not passively sitting with
Indifference however, but actively
receiving as we bask in the perfect

source of all love.




The Eternal Source
of an Ever @

You have been born anew, not of perishable
but of imperishable seed, through the living

and enduring word of God. ws
| Peter 1:23



Born anew, regenerated

Not of perishable seed

Of Imperishable seed

for as all die In Adam,

so all will be made alive In Christ, s
1 Corinthians 15:22




The imperishable seed isé

"Now the parable is this: The seed is t
of God. s Luke 8:1t

ne word

The Word of God I1s Jesus Christ

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was In the

beginning with God. s

John 1:1-3




Those who have been born of God do
not sin, because God's seed abides In
them; they cannot sin, because they

have been born of God. M
{ John 3:9

Thi s 1 s the o0Tr
Obedi ence t o t hi




Purification brings forth the ability
and the desire to delve ever deeper
Into the love of God, and sin cannot

live In the presence of love.




The living, enduring Word of God, through
whom al | | ove f | ows,
us to go ever deeper spiritually, from wanton
sinner to lives of agape.

Thek ey 1 s Godd o

But what does that mean?




What Does It Mean to Be Living?

| snot | 1 true,
OWord of Godo

In him was life, and

the life was the light of all people. s

John 1:4

Godos Wor d

because it Is life giving

;

S




0 For as the rain and the snow come down
from heaven, and do not return there until
they have watered the earth, making It bring
forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, " so shall my word be

that goes out from my mouth; it shall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish
that which | purpose, and succeed In the
thing for which | sent it. ws

Isaiah 55:10-11




| SUNEENT |1t {NUNEET h a
Word of God) Is the ultimate revelation of
Godos | ove gl ver

Please open your Bibles to
1 John 4:7-21




Therefore on
because God

forth

ly God Is fully alive,

IS love and life flows

from love.

In other words the Word of
God Is alive, because

through Christ perfect love
emanates and perfect
(agape) love is life giving.




Jesus Christ (the Word of God) Is the source of all
love, therefore we must abide in Christ If we are to
stand before God and one another without sin.

Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless
It abides In the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. ws

John 15:4




The Word of God is the Christ we learn
about in the Bible. Not only as God incarnate who
lived 2000 years ago however, but the living,
eternal Christ (Word of God) who sustains us in
this world, here and now and for all eternity

Therefore It Is Imperative that we practice the
presence of God and listen to God , because the
Word of God Is our life source.




Like a plant without water




If we falil to stay connected to
our spiritual life source
we will die spiritually.




We must stay connected to the source of life
so we can offer life through Christ to others
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Godo

Life Giving
Love

Obedience/Faith

Brotherly Love

Agape




't 1 s through and
that we are purified, so that we can love from
t he depths of our
shines through us. Therefore It Is imperative to
stay connected to the source. Failure to stay

connected Is spiritual suicide; we wither and
die. Being connected to the living Word of God Is
not something we do to ourselves however, but
something that God does to us as we surrender
ourselves to the Lord.




We must allow the living Word of God to
transform us. We need to fervently seek
constant connection with the source of life
giving love. Therefore we must submit

our selves to Godos
all ow Godos |1 fe gl
Into and through us.




This Is The Good News .

For "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower
falls, but the word of the Lord endures forever.”
That word is the good news that was announced to

you, ws
{ Peter 1:24-25



ExXperi enc

1 John 1:7-21




