
1 Peter 3:8-12



Peter Has Been Our Spiritual Guide

Peter has guided us on a journey. Along 
the way we have discovered that we are 

different and that we are holy

Different, because we have been reborn 
and have been transplanted

Holy because God is holy



The Vital Question of “Who We Are” 
Has Been Answered

We are a spiritual temple

Living Stones with Christ as our 
cornerstone

God’s People



We are countercultural servants, 
dwelling in a strange land, living lives 

that stand out, and even appears a 
bit peculiar to the outside world. 

We have suffered and been wounded, 
but in Christ we have been healed. By 

His wounds we have been healed. 
Therefore, we live out of God’s 

healing rather than our suffering. 



We conduct our private 
relationships with 

mutual respect and 
submission, displayed 

for all to see.



Through this God 
appointed 

countercultural 
living we 

discover, that all 
the wounds we 
have suffered 

have been healed 
by the Lord



Now Peter Describes the Healing

Finally, all of you, 
have unity of spirit, 
sympathy, love for 

one another, a 
tender heart, and a 

humble mind. NRS 

1 Peter 3:8 



Healed persons point others to Christ. 
This flows from the amazing 

blessing that all believers inherit. As 
sons and daughters we find that we 

are in fact heirs to an amazing 
blessing.      



Peter herein begins to summarize 
the outward actions of one who 

has been healed by Christ. 
Outward aspects of the New 

Creation. Living, visible aspects of 
what he called the “new birth into 

a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘέ 1Peter 1:3b



ÅOutward signs of Christ’s healing.   

Be Unified in spirit

Be Sympathetic

Love for one another

Be of a tender heart 

Be of a humble mind   

Finally, all of you…



We Become Healed Healers 

Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for 
abuse; but, on the contrary, repay 

with a blessing. It is for this that you 
were called-- that you might inherit 

a blessing. NRS 1 Peter 3:9 



What is a Blessing?

The most basic meaning of blessing is 
to have a good word for someone. 
Very often however, it refers to an 

extravagant gift, often unearned, or 
an act of praise. 



A Good Word, An Extravagant 
Unearned Gift, An Act of Praise 

Which of these categories best fits the 
amazing healing that Christ offers to 

us, through His suffering?

An extravagant, unearned gift, offered 
in the midst of evil and abuse.     



Therefore, do not repay evil or abuse 
with like kind. Imagine if Jesus did! 

When we repay evil for evil or abuse 
for abuse, what are we doing? 

Are we offering Christ’s healing or 
simply more woundedness? 



But, repay evil and abuse with a 
blessing

What happens when we repay evil 
with a blessing?

Healing Happens!



Christ did not repay evil for evil or 
abuse for abuse. No! Christ repaid 

these with a blessing. Christ not only 
brought a good word but is in fact, 

“The Good Word”.

But God proves his love for us in that 
while we still were sinners Christ 

died for us. NRS Romans 5:8 



Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bend, in 
heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. NRS

Philippians 2:9-11 



Called To Inherit A Blessing

It is for this that you were called--
that you might inherit a blessing.”

I once was lost (wounded and 
suffering) but now I’m found 

(healed by Christ), so that I might 
point (demonstrate) the way for 

others to be healed as well.



God’s Covenant With Abraham 

I will make of you a 
great nation, and I 
will bless you, and 
make your name 
great, so that you 

will be a blessing. NRS 

Genesis 12:2 



God Blessed Abraham so Abraham 
could bless others.

The Son of God blesses us, as it is by 
His hand that we have become sons 

and daughters of God, and thus 
heirs with the Lord, so that we can 

bless others.

Those whom Christ has healed are 
called to bless others 



Heirs

Those who conquer will inherit these 
things, and I will be their God and 

they will be my children. NRS

Revelation 21:7 

…and if children, then heirs, heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we 
suffer with him so that we may also be 

glorified with him. NRS Romans 8:17 



A certain ruler asked 
him, "Good 

Teacher, what must 
I do to inherit 

eternal life?" NRS 

Luke 18:18 

Remember the Rich Ruler



The Ruler did not inherit God’s 
extravagant blessing because he 
could not offer an extravagant 
blessing to others. His earthly 

blessings kept him from receiving  
God’s magnificent blessing of 

eternal life. 



Peter then 
quotes from 

Psalm 34:12-16



It’s All A Matter of Desire

For "Those who desire life and desire 
to see good days, let them keep their 
tongues from evil and their lips from 

speaking deceit; 11 let them turn 
away from evil and do good; let 

them seek peace and pursue it. NRS 

1 Peter 3:10-11 



Desire Produces Energy  

Desire gives us the energy to strive 
toward godliness, goodness and peace. 

We are told that desire is the source of 
our vital energy and that our inner 
journey is focused---consciously or 

unconsciously --- on our deepest desire.
Margaret Silf “Inner Compass” 



What Are Our Deepest Desires and 
How do We Strive Toward Them?

Desire life? Strive to avoid evil talk.

Desire good days? Strive to avoid evil talk.

Turn away from evil and do good.

Seek and pursue peace

Inherit the blessing by being a blessing. 

Live out of Your Blessedness 



It is precisely in the striving that the 
growth and the fruitfulness 

happen. It is in the seeking that 
we are found.

Margaret Silf “Inner Compass”



It’s Really Quite Simple

Desire for vengeance and ill will, will 
lead to no blessing for us. 

Desire to bless all others, leads to a 
blessing for us 



The Heart of the Inherited Blessing

For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, and his ears are open to 

their prayer. But the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil." NRS 

1 Peter 3:12 



The Lords eyes are on the righteous

The Lord’s ears are open to the 
prayers of the righteous

The face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil

http://hoseaintercessorswarriors.bravepages.com/presenceindex.html


The inherited blessing is the healing of our 
wounded souls that comes through 

salvation in Jesus Christ   

The inherited blessing is the gift of God’s 
recognized presence in our lives . 

The inherited blessing provides God given 
strength, through the Holy Spirit, to strive 
toward being all that God has called us to 

be, for both ourselves and for others. 



The inherited blessing is God placing 
within us the fervent desire for life, 
good days, and the pursuit of peace. 

The inherited blessing is the God given 
ability to bless others no matter what 

they say about us or do to us. 



The inherited blessing is, God giving us the 
ability to have a unified spirit, sympathy, 
love for one another, a tender heart, and 

a humble mind.

The Inherited Blessing Makes Us God’s 
people who have been afforded the 

awesome and wonderful task of pointing 
others to the Way the Truth and the Life, 

that is our Lord Jesus Christ!



Let Us Pray!


