
Responsive Liturgy 

During Advent we wait for the coming Savior 
who is our Wonderful Counselor.

Cast your cares on the Lord and he will   
sustain you.

We anticipate the One who hears our prayers.

Cast your cares on the Lord and he will   
sustain you.



We anticipate the One who heals our 
infirmities.

Cast your cares on the Lord and he will   
sustain you.

We anticipate the One who renews our Faith.

Cast your cares on the Lord and he will   
sustain you.

We anticipate the One who ignites our hope.

Cast your cares on the Lord and he will   
sustain you.



Candle Lighting

Today we light the first candle. The first 
candle, reminds us that Jesus is the 
Wonderful Counselor who brings hope to a 
hurting world. As our counselor, Jesus 
brings hope in times of despair, 
compassion in times of sorrow, and healing 
in times of brokenness. As we begin the 
season of Advent, let our hope reside in 
the One who cares about our needs and 
sustains our faith. 



Wonderful 
Counselor

Isaiah 9:6-7



We Will Look At Five Important 
Names For God Over these 

Five Weeks  

• Wonderful Counselor

• Mighty God

• Prince of Peace

• Everlasting Father

• Emmanuel  (Christmas Eve)



For a child has been born 
for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. NRS

Isaiah 9:6 



Who Is God for Me?

We may not be able to completely know 
God, but it is of extreme importance that 

we seek to know God, as best we can, 
because it is in knowing God that we in 
fact find ourselves. We learn just how 
small we are, and at the same time we 
discover that God loves each and every 

one of us with an infinite love. 

How Do We Experience God? 



Thus, as we learn more about God, the 
creator and sustainer of all things, we 

also learn of our belovedness. We 
discover that in all God’s infinity, God 

loves us infinitely.

That soft gentle voice that calls me the 
Beloved has come to me in countless ways.

IŜƴǊƛ bƻǳǿŜƴ ά[ƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƻǾŜŘέ



Advent

A time of waiting and 
preparation, as we ready 
ourselves for the coming 

Messiah. Advent is a 
wonderful opportunity 
to better discover who 

God is for us.



Historical Context of Isaiah 9:6-7 

Please Open Your Bibles to…

Isaiah 8:6-7

Isaiah 8:19-22

Isaiah 9:1-5



Prophetic Context

The coming Messiah who saves all who 
repent and believe from certain death, 
to eternal life, in God’s presence.  

All who turn to Christ will be set free from 
their burdens. 

Are we going to prepare  for Christ’s 
coming this Advent season? Are we 
going to better know our God, who 

loves us infinitely, and walks with us day 
by day? Do we want to know God better 

this year? Who is God for Us?  



Wonderful 

and

Counselor



Wonderful

A wonder, a marvel, 
extraordinary, hard 
to  fully understand.



A Good “Counselor” 

Offers wisdom in our time of need

Comes alongside

Truly hears us.

Offers a path toward healing.

Is trustworthy

Helps us move from hopelessness to hope.



Have You Ever Seen A Councilor

• Spiritual

• Marriage 

• Family

• Grief

• Crisis

• Psychological, emotional

• Occupational



Jesus the Wonderful Counselor

…in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. NRS Colossians 2:3 

…because he knew all peopleand needed 
no one to testify about anyone; for he 
himself knew what was in everyone. NRS 

John 2:24b-25 



Time With the Wonderful Counselor



The Setting

We step into the Lord’s presence. Imagine 
the beauty. Create the setting. We see 

the eyes of Christ looking lovingly at us. 
We sit down next to the Lord Jesus 

Christ. The Lord asks us why we have 
come to see Him. We speak.



Us: Lord I have been a good person but 
something is missing. 

Jesus: I sense you want renewal? (John 3:3)

Us:¸ŜǎΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ 
my life that I am not too proud of. 

Jesus: I have come for people just like you. I 
did not come for the righteous, but I came 
for sinners (Luke 5:23). In fact all have sin and 
fall short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23) so 
don’t feel as if you do not have a lot of 

company.  



Us: Lord I have accepted You as my Lord and 
Savior, but things are crazy right now, what 

must I do to obtain peace in my life?

Jesus: Do you remember what I said to my 
first disciples? Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

John 14:27



Us: Yes Lord, I remember.

Jesus: Peace comes from me, I give it to 
you, embrace it. Unlike the world that 
offers the craziness you refer to. You 
must not allow this trouble in your 

hearts, you are to turn to me, this is 
how you decide to not allow your heart 

to have fear. Trust me. 



Us: Lord, sometimes I feel trapped by 
life's circumstances, and find myself 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ Ƙƻǿ 

can I escape? 



Jesus: But my child, you are free. It is time 
you spread your wings and realized just 
how free you are. You received power 
from the Holy Spirit to go about doing 
the work of God in this world (Acts 1:8). 

The cage of sin that held you has been 
opened, step out, be bold, you are 

stronger than you think. I have set you 
free, so stand firm and do not submit to 

the yoke of slavery again. (Galatians 5:1)  



Us: Other times Lord, I have been doing 
things for you; but I often feel so hurried 
in my life. Too often, I feel unfocused or 

distracted. 

Jesus: Do you remember when I visited 
Mary and Martha.

Us: Yes, Lord.  



Jesus: Dear Martha was running around like 
crazy, she wanted everything to be just 
right. Mary on the other hand recognized 
an opportunity to sit with me. Even though 
what Martha was doing was nice, it 
distracted her from what was really 
important. I had some important life 
lessons for them both but only Mary sat at 
my feet and listened to my teaching (Luke 

10:39). You must do the same. Take every 
opportunity  to just sit with me, and listen. 



Us: Lord I want to experience Your 
presence more fully, every moment of 

every day. How can I do this?

http://hoseaintercessorswarriors.bravepages.com/presenceindex.html


Jesus: Let my love penetrate your heart. Paul 
correctly recorded my feelings when he 
stated his conviction that: ‘neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord’ (Romans 8:38-39). Trust me with your 
cares and anxieties. Cast all your cares 
upon me because I care for you (1 Peter 5:7).



Jesus Then Asks Us To Say a Prayer

Lord Jesus, 
I cast all my cares upon You
I lay all of burdens down at your feet
And anytime I don’t know what to do
I will cast all my cares upon you

Amen



Our Counseling Session Ends, Or 
So We Think

We stand up. We thank Jesus and we begin 
to leave the room. We then notice that 

Jesus walks out with us. At first we think 
he is just seeing us to the door, but then 

He follows us out. We think He is just 
being courteous. Then Jesus opens up the 
passenger side door to our car, and gets in. 



We are perplexed and 
we ask Jesus what He is 

doing, and our 
Wonderful Counselor 
says; My child, I told 

you, that I will be with 
you until the end of the 

age (Matt 28:20), Then 
Jesus says, Lets go!



Can we, this day, in this season of 
Advent, begin our preparation for the 
coming Christ child, by seeking Christ 

the Wonderful Counselor? Jesus Christ, 
who is all knowing and all wise, who 
walks with us day in and day out. Can 
we cast all our cares on this Jesus who 
knows and loves each of us, infinitely 

and perfectly? 



Cast All Your Cares Upon Jesus our 
Wonderful Counselor

I cast all my cares upon You

I lay all of burdens down at your feet

And anytime I don’t know what to do

I will cast all my cares upon you



Let Us 
Pray


