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Remember Simeon

A man who was righteous and devout, ready for
the fulfillment of God’s promise.

A man who had
prepared his heart.

Blessed, as he waited, as the Holy
Spirit rested on him.




A man guided by the Holy Spirit, experiencing
God day by day.

Simeon teaches us the importance of being
“ready” to hear God ‘s revelation.

But How Are We
Made Ready?




There was also a prophet,
Anna the daughter of Phanuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was
of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years
after her marriage, then as a
widow to the age of eighty-
four. V&S Luke 2:36-37a



Anna means, “grace or favor.”

Anna is the only woman prophet mentioned in
the Gospels.

Phanuel means, “the face of God.”

Anna has seen heartache

Anna is a senior citizen.




Anna’ s

She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting

and prayer night and day. s
Luke 2:37b



Life In the Temple of God

Is this “life in the temple” the life of an
ascetic, or is it instructive and even
expected for every Christian?




What is This Temple in
Which Anna Lives?

First and most
obvious.

The temple is a
building.




How Was the Temple Built?

Based on God’s
instructions for the
tabernacle
described in Exodus
Ch. 25-31:11

The temple was built with great care.




Why Was the Tabernacle Built So
Carefully, What Did It Represent?

Moses was not able to
enter the tent of meeting
because the cloud settled

upon it, and the glory of
the LORD filled the

tabernacle. nrs
Exodus 40:35




Why Did Anna
Choose to Live in
the Temple?



Living in the temple helped Anna to keep
the first thing first, which was God in her
life; she could have “lived in” in self pity,
she could have “lived in” anger, she could
have “lived in” apathy, she could have
“lived in” bitterness, she could have “lived
in” a state of depression, she could have
“lived in” guilt, she could have “lived in”
denial, she had the choice to “live in”
a myriad of ways but...



...she chose to “live in” in
God’s temple, 24/7.




What did Anna do as she
“1'1Tved 1 n” IIn God’ s t er

She Worshiped, With Fasting
and Prayer, Day and Night




Worship is our

expression of who God is @W@@ﬁ@d to
in our lives. W@FS&D?[@

In the midst of worship
God reveals to us, what

were created to do.




Story of The Antique Table




Praying 1 n]God’s Templ e

Living in the temple means paying close and
constant attention to our relationship with God.

To pray, is to practice the
presence of God in our lives.
Prayer therefore, is to our souls
like breathing is to our bodies.



Prayer is not something we pull out of the

web of revelation and incarnation and
then sign on to be “prayer warriors.” It is
more along the analogy of breathing ; if we
are to live we all have to do it.

Eugene Peterson “Tell it Slant”




...for my house shall be called a house of
prayer for all peoples. N’ isaiah 56:7b

He said to them, "It is written, 'My house
shall be called a house of prayer'; but you

are making it a den of robbers." N matthew
21:13




Anna fasted regularly from

food. But she fasted 24/7 A

from anything that was not b Jj‘&%

of God. She “lived in the -
temple.”




Fasting Is Physically and Spiritually Cleansing.

Fasting is a body cleansing
procedure during which food is
restricted and only liquids are
consumed.

Fasting is the purposefully setting aside of a
special, sacrificial time for the Lord, that cleanses
our spirit.




In seeking the presence of God, by worship
with prayer and fasting, Anna found
herself , and she found God.




Do you not know that you are God's temple and

that God's Spirit dwells in you? nss
1 Corinthians 3:16

How much care, dedication, worship, prayer and
fasting have we put into the building of God’s
temple, that dwells in us?




How Do We Live In the Temple, That
Dwells In Us?

By letting go of what ever
keeps us from fully

experiencing God. This is
not a loss it is a gain. We let
go of the hindrances so we
can experience the fullness
of what God has for us.




Believers, Are We Living In the Temple or Is
the Temple Simply In Us?

Are we building up the temple or are we
simply a pile of rocks waiting to be put
together? Is God waiting for us to fully

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?




...like living stones, let yourselves be built
into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. N
1 Peter 2:5




Just like Anna, we have a choice.

We can live outside of the temple
or we can “live in” the temple.

Worshipping the Lord day and night.

By working to keep our temple clean.

By working on our relationship with God.




Anna Want ed

“Li ved

Don’t we, like Anna, this dignified,
dedicated, humble, holy woman, want to
live with God, to “live in” God’s temple.
Don’t we want to live lives of whole
hearted worship. day in and day out, that
the Messiah may be revealed in and
through us, to a world that desperately
needs a Savior.



Finally, The Gospel Message Must Go Forth From
the Temple.

At that moment she came,
and began to praise God
and to speak about the
child to all who were
looking for the

redemption of Jerusalem.
NRS Luke 2:38



Living In the Temple

Building the Temple, Carefully and

Purposefully, As God’s Dwelling Place,
24/7

Worshipping the Lord in All Things;
Keeping First Things First.
Fasting: Keeping the Temple Clean.




Prayer: Keeping the relationship fervent
and growing.

Evangelism: Keeping the Message Flowing
Out of the Temple.




That’s How We Become
Ready For God’s

Revelation, In Our Lives
24/7.
That’s How We “Live in”
God’s Temple.







