Are We Listening?

Mark 4: 1-20



The Setting

Again he began to teach beside the sea.
Such a very large crowd gathered around
him that he got into a boat on the sea and

sat there, while the whole crowd was
beside the sea on the land. He began to
teach them many things in parables, and

in his teaching he said to them: v#s
Mark 4:1-2
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...and in his teaching he said to them:

How did Jesus teach?
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1. With an object lesson.

2. With speech o



The Parable of the Sower

"Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it
up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not
have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no
depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched,;
and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and
it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and
brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and
vielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” And he said,

"Let anyone with ears to hear listen!" ¥smark 4:3-9




“Listen”
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The Path From Hearing to Listening Is the
Road to Intimacy

When we listen, we put the speaker first, thus
adding levels of intimacy, by taking a focused
interest in what the other is saying.

Simple contact (little change)

Turns to idle chit chat (little impact)



Becomes semi-personal conversation
(experimental fence sitting. Mixed up
priorities. Fair weathered)

Moves to more personal conversation
(healing)

We begin to talk about relationship
(intimacy and newness)



True Listening Means that the Listener Is
Intimately Tuned into the
Words of the Other

Who is the speaker in Scripture?

What happens when God speaks?
Creation Happens...

And God said...
Gen. 1:3,6,9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26




We are what happens
when the Word of
God is spoken.

But, are we listening, to what God
wants to create in us through the
Word spoken to us ?



Why Do We Fail to Listen?

“The inability to set aside one’s own
needs for long enough to listen is a
functionof personality, ( | t " s al | a
me), current state of mind, (my needs
are greater than the others. My point of
view Is what is importantgnd
relationship to the speaker.” (intimacy)

Michael Nichols “The Lost Art of Listening.” Italics mine.



The Hearer/Listener Gap

"Let anyone with ears to hear listen!"

Speaker; (God speaks and the
creating Word comes forth).

The Speakers words are written down; (symbol
of God’s life giving word; the Scriptures)



The Scriptures (symbol of the spoken Word) is
read; (knowledge of God'’s life giving Word,
conveyed through the Scriptures)

The Speaker is heard and listened to: (God’s life
giving Word creates new life in us)




“The words that |
speak to you (said
Jesus) aren’t mere
words. | don’t just
make them up on
my own. The Father
who resides in me
crafts each word

into a divine act.”

John 14:10b
The Message



Bridging the Hearer/Listener Gap
Road to Intimacy With God

Who is this sower?
What is the seed that the sower is sowing?

The sower sows the word. Mark 4:14




What happened to the seed that fell on
the path?

Birds Came and ate it up.

What does this mean?

The word is heard but, “Satan
immediately comes and takes away the
word that is sown in them.” mark 4:15

Simple contact with God’s Word (little
life or eternal change)




What happened to the seed that
fell on rocky ground?

“...it did not have much soil, and it
sprang up quickly, since it had no
depth of soil. And when the sun
rose, it was scorched; and since it

had no root, it withered away.



What does this mean?

And these are the ones sown on rocky
ground: when they hear the word, they
immediately receive it with joy. 7 But
they have no root, and endure only for a
while; then, when trouble or persecution
arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away. "% mark 4:16-17

God’s Word is simply Idle chit chat
(little life or eternal impact)




What happened to the seed that fell
among thorns?

...the thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no grain. T




What does this mean?

...these are the ones who hear the word,
but the cares of the world, and the lure of
wealth, and the desire for other things
come in and choke the word, and it yields
nothing. “*smark 4:18-19

God’s Word is semi-personal, but takes
second place when it comes to worldly
things. Easily dismissed when
convenient, uncomfortable or profitable.




What happened to the seed that fell into
the good soil?

It yielded a great crop, 30, 60 and 100
fold.
What does this mean?

...they hear the word and accept it and
bear fruit, thirty and sixty and a
hundredfold." "*s Mark 4:20

God’s Word becomes personal and
healing. We are listening in an intimate
relationship with God that builds, edifies
and creates.




The Secret of the Kingdom Revealed

When he was alone, those who were
around him along with the twelve asked
him about the parables. And he said to
them, "To you has been given the secret
of the kingdom of God, but for those
outside, everything comes in parables; in
order that 'they may indeed look, but not
perceive, and may indeed listen, but not
understand; so that they may not turn
again and be forgiven."" \rs mark 4:10-12




Where has this secret of the Kingdom of
God been given to us?

Through the Word: Jesus Christ
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Listened to, by hearts of good soil that
grow closer and more intimate with God
day by day. Listened to by those who seek
God, not as a casual acquaintance or
convenient friend but as the healer of the
chaos in our lives. God is all about
relationship and God wants a deeper
relationship with each of us. We know if
we are listening based on what God’s
Word is creating in us. The question is...

“Are We Listening?”






