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Is The Light On?

Luke 8:16-18
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Last Week We Considered A
Hearing/Listening Gap




Li stening to God'’ s
Casual Acquaintance to an Intimate
Relationship With Jesus, Bridges the Gap
From Hearing to Listening.

SI mple Contact: Th
falling on the path, snatched up by Satan.

Idle Chit Chat: The seed falling on
the rocky ground, no depth, rootless
and burned away.



Semi-personal: The seed among the
thorns. Susceptible to the lures of the
world. A convenient relationship, as long as

| t doesn’t cost

Personal that leads to true relationship
with the Lord Jesus: Something new is
created through this relationship. The good
soil that yields 30, 60 and a hundred fold.



The Parable of the Lamp

Part of the

creational aspect

of intimacy with

the Lord Jesus,
“The Word

is now compared
to the “L
a Lamp"”




Light of the world You
stepped down into
darkness. Opened my
eyes let me see.



The Fire of Passion

Passion is a fire that gives a person
purpose, it brings meaning to life,
encourages us to go on, gives hope and
illumines the path ahead of us.




Passion Goes Two Ways

Haughty eyes and a proud heart-- the

lamp of the wicked-- are sin. NRS
Proverbs 21:4

The Passion of a
Proud Heart



A Passion for the Gospel
of Jesus Christ

For | am not ashamed of the gospel;
it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who has faith, to the Jew
first and also to the Greek. NRS
Romans 1:16



What ' s OQOur Pas.

The uniqueness of the gospel is not that it
gets us to do something entirely new but
that it sends us back to what we were

doing all along, but this time with Jesus.
Eugene Petersen

Our passions are se
falls on good seed; and we enter into a
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.



The Lamp Placed On the Lampstand
Symbolizes a Fiery Passion For the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

"No one after lighting a lamp hides it
under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but
puts it on a lampstand, so that those who
enter may SRueesit he



Two steps

U First the lamp must be lit.

U Then a choice; hide the lamp or
display the lamp for all to see.



Who Lights the Lamp?

It is you who light my lamp; the
LORD, my God, lights up my
darkness. \Rsalm 18:28

God Lights the Lamp



Wh at Does t he “ L:¢

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path. NRPsalm 119:105

The Word of God Burning in Our Hearts

And the city has no need of sun or moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God is its

light, and its lamp is the Lamb. N\RrsS
Revelation 21:23

The Passion of Christ Burning in Our Hearts



What Is the Purpose of the Lamp?

(Jesus speaking about
John the BaptistHe was a
burning and shining lamp,

and you were willing to
rejoice for a while in his
light. \RJohn 5:35

To testify to others about Christ. To be a
guiding light in the wilderness, pointing
others to the Lord Jesus Christ



A blazing, fiery passion for Jesus Christ, the
Word of God, the Gospel, ighited and
maintained by an ever deepening
relationship with God, who sits at the very
center of our lives.

The lit lamp is The Word of God and the
passion of Christ in our hearts as a
burning and shining witness to others.



To Whom is the Light Visible?

...S 0 thdseawmho enter may see the light.

.t he peopl e wh
darkness have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the
region and shadow of death

light has dawned." Nrs
Matthew 4:16



With light comes
sight, insight,
illumination, and
knowledge

When we quickly
step from dark into
light it can be very

uncomfortable.




My Paraphrase

And no one having lighted a lamp, having
turned on the lights, having passion for
the Lord and for the sharing of the gospel,
is covering it with a jar or placing it under
a bed, but instead is placing it on a lamp
stand, so that those entering, those who
are coming in, can see the light.



Light of the world You
stepped down into
darkness. Opened my
eyes let me see.



The Secret Revealed

For nothing is hidden that will not
be disclosed, nor is anything secret
that will not become known and
come to light. NRy.uke 8:17

Knowl edge of G
cannot be hidden, it must be shared.



No secrets, only forthrightness. Those
who act in accordance to the illumined
truth have no need to be sneaky or
underhanded. They have truth on their
side. The truth of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is to be shared with boldness,
passion and conviction.



With Knowledge Comes Responsibility

Then pay attention to how you
listen; for to those who have, more
will be given; and from those who
do not have, even what they seem

to have will be taken away." n=s
Luke 8:18




Wh at does Jesus
attentiontohowt o | | st e

Listen with a heart that has
been illumined by the light of
God. Listen as one whoisin a

close relationship with God.



Wh at | s 1t “t ho
actually have?

Knowledge/illumination worth

sharingg God’' s | 1 ght , (
Trut h, God’ s | 1 f €
lives that exude mercy, grace, humility
and | ove; al | | N

in the their lives.



We ' notkeeping secrets; we ' 1 e
telling them. We ' nothiding
things; w e ' brirging everything out
into the open. So be careful that you
don’t become ml S
hear. Generosity begets generosity.

Stinginess impoverishes.
The Message



The Lord is not talking about being generous
with money or gifts. The Generosity being
spoken of here 1 s th
Bringing the light of the Lord, the light that has
been set ablaze in us, to a dark world, that the
world might see Christ in us. The most
generous I n God’s ki
lamps shine forth, clear and true, no strings
attached; nothing prideful in the mix. Sharing
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus with whoever will
|l 1 sten. God’s |1 ght
out our witness, all to the glory of God.



Stinginess impoverishes. Failure to
share the gospel as withesses of

God’'s | 1 ght, | S
hiding of our lamp. This diminishes
our light. A covered light brings
division and dissention. A light
placed on a lamp stand draws us
together and unites.



Light of the world You
stepped down into
darkness. Opened my
eyes let me see.
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Is Our
Light On?







