
What Invokes Mercy?

Luke 10:25-37



A Familiar 
Parable



A Lawyer Tests Jesus

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 
"Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?" NRS Luke 10:25 

A religious scholar who is learned in 
Torah and the ways of Moses. He would 

be seen as a good Jew.

Who Is This Lawyer?



Why Does He Test Jesus?

A “test for authenticity”, not necessarily 
entrapment. 

Why does the lawyer ask about  what it takes to 
inherit “eternal life? 

It’s his job, his duty; This is a legitimate inquiry, 
of great importance. He wants to know if Jesus 

might be the real deal.



…and sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” When the men had come to him, 

they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to you 
to ask, 'Are you the one who is to come, or are 

we to wait for another?'" NRS Luke 7:19-20 

This was not the only time people 
tested Jesus’ authenticity.

John the Baptist wondered…



And they were filled with great awe and said to 
one another, "Who then is this, that even the 

wind and the sea obey him?" NRS Mark 4:41 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages 
of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked 
his disciples, "Who do people say that I am?"

NRS Mark 8:27 

The Disciples Wondered

Jesus Even Asked How Others Saw Him



Jesus Answers by Testing the Lawyer

He said to him, "What is written in the law? 
What do you read there?“ He answered, "You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.“ And he said to him, "You 
have given the right answer; do this, and you 

will live." NRS Luke 10:26-28 



To What Does Jesus ask the Lawyer to refer?

The Law of Moses, Torah

Where Does the Lawyer 
Go to Answer

Jesus’ Question?

The Law of Moses 
Deuteronomy. 6:5 and 

Leviticus 19:18



How Does Jesus Respond to the Lawyers 
Answer?

"You have given the right answer; do 
this, and you will live."

But The Lawyer Wants Further Clarification

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
"And who is my neighbor?" NRS 

Luke 10:29



What Does it Mean that the Lawyer Wanted to 
Justify Himself?

He just wanted to be right 
with regard to his own 

understanding of who his 
neighbor was.



Jesus Answers With a Parable

Luke 10:30 - 35 (RSV) 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and 

beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a 

priest was going down that road; and when he saw him he passed by 

on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place 

and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he 

journeyed, came to where he was; and when he saw him, he had 

compassion, 34and went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on 

oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to an 

inn, and took care of him. 35And the next day he took out two denarii

and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him; and 

whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’



Definition of a Parable

A simple story illustrating a deeper 
spiritual truth.

What is the deeper spiritual truth in 
the parable of the good Samaritan?



The Lawyer represents the religious 
person seeking to do God’s will, asking 

the right questions, but confused; 
legalistic and myopic; missing the forest 
for the trees; preoccupied with minutia, 

thus missing the true point of Christ’s 
message. 

Who Does the Lawyer Represent?



Who Do the Robbers Who Stripped the 
Man, Beat Him, and Left Him Half Dead, 

Represent?

The robbers are the 
evil things of this 

world, Satan.



The priest and the Levite represent a 
dysfunctional religious establishment, who see 
themselves as above, beyond and superior to 

those around them. Thus they are irrelevant to 
those lying half dead in their very path. They 

are more worried about their ritual purity and 
status than what God called them to be. 

Who Do the Priest and the 
Levite Represent?



Who Does 
the 

Good 
Samaritan 
Represent?



Let’s Take A Closer Look at the Samaritan

1. He came near and saw the man 

2. He was moved with pity 

Why was he moved with compassion and the 
others were not?

The Samaritan saw that the man had been 
robbed by evil. The others could not see this.  

3. The Samaritan went to the man 



4. He bandaged the man’s wounds and
applied healing elements. 

5. He put the man on his own animal.
Shared his means  

6. Brought the man to an inn 

7. He took care of the man 

8. He paid for the man’s needs.  

9. He gave the man to the innkeeper who
is told to “Take care of him” 



He Came Near and Saw the Man

…and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.“
NRS Mark 1:15 

As he came near and saw the city, he 
wept over it, NRS Luke 19:41 



He Was Moved With Pity

When he (Jesus) saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without 

a shepherd. NRS Matthew 9:36 



He Went to The Man

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing 
every disease and every sickness among 
the people. NRS Matthew 4:23 



He Bandaged the Man’s Wounds and
Applied Healing Elements

He Put the Man on His Own Animal

And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, 
for power came out from him and healed all of 

them. NRS Luke 6:19 

And so all Israel will be saved; as it is written, 
"Out of Zion will come the Deliverer; he will 
banish ungodliness from Jacob." NRS Romans 11:26



He Took Care of the Man

He Paid for the Man’s Needs

Brought the Man to An Inn

The Church 

By the Power of the Holy Spirit 

The Cross 



He Gave the Man To the Innkeeper Who Is 
Told To “Take Care of Him”

The Calling of the Church



Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the 

hands of the robbers?“ He said, "The one 
who showed him mercy." Jesus said to 

him, "Go and do likewise." NRS 

Luke 10:36-37 

Jesus, the Perfect Neighbor says; 
“Go and Do Likewise”



Go and Do 
Likewise!



Draw near and be aware of those whom the evil 
one is robbing, stripping, and beating all around 

us. Who is lying half dead right in our path?

•Be compassionate
•Go out
•Bring healing
•Point the lost to the One who can deliver them 

from their sins. 



•As Christ’s church we are to be open to  receive 
those whom Jesus brings to us.

•As people who have received the Holy Spirit 
we are to care for others.

•Christ died for the salvation of humanity.

•The church is called to “Take care of them.”





The Samaritan tells the innkeeper 
that he will be coming back and will 
repay whatever more was spent on 

the care of the beaten man. 

One Last Thing



Jesus is coming again, with payment in 
full in His hand, for those who have taken 
care of the beaten, stripped, robbed and 

dying who are brought to their inn. 

How are we receiving those whom Jesus 
is bringing to our inn? Could we do 

better?



What Invokes Mercy?

“God’s Love Invokes Mercy”

As the church, God’s people on 
earth, we respond by doing what 
Christ did for us. Jesus lifted us up 
when we were robbed, stripped, 

beaten and left for dead by evil. And 
we are told to…

Go and Do Likewise! 




