
Part 1: Handling Distractions 
(Luke 10:38-42)

Part 2: Learning to Pray.
(Luke 11:1-4)

Part 3: It’s All in the Asking. 
(Luke 11:5-13)

Three Part Series On Prayer



Luke 11:1-4

Part 2:
Learning To Pray

Luke 11:1 - 4 (NIV) 1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. 

When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 

pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2He said to them,“When you 

pray, say: “„Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 
3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we 

also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into 

temptation.‟”



The Lesson of Mary and Martha 

Centering on Jesus, thus reducing 
distractions by…

Sitting at the Feet 
of the Lord

Listening to what 
the Lord is saying



The Story of Mary and Martha is Followed 
by A Lesson In How to Pray 

He was praying in a 
certain place, and after 
he had finished, one of 
his disciples said to 
him, "Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his 
disciples." NRS Luke 11:1 



Jesus was praying in a certain place…

He came out and went, as was his custom, to 
the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed 

him. When he reached the place, he said to 
them, "Pray that you may not come into the 

time of trial." NRS Luke 22:39 

The Village of Bethany is about 1.5 miles down 
the east slope of the Mount of Olives



What Are the Disciples Doing?

…and after he had finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to 

pray, as John taught his disciples."

The disciples were 
“watching” Jesus



Why Did the Disciples Ask Jesus if He Would 
Teach Them to Pray?

Being Hebrew 
they lived their 

lives around 
prayer; in the 

morning, noon 
and night at very 

least. 



Jesus' Way of Praying Must Have 
Been Different

John 17:20 - 24 (NIV) 20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 

also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that 

all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 

you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that 

they may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you in me. May 

they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you 

sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

24“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I 

am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you 
loved me before the creation of the world. 



Jesus is one with the Father. While the 
disciples were watching Jesus pray, Jesus 

was watching the Father. 

Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, 
the Son can do nothing on his own, but 
only what he sees the Father doing; for 
whatever the Father does, the Son does 

likewise. NRS John 5:19 



Jesus is teaching them 
before they even ask: 

Jesus wants the disciples 
to watch Him and be one 

with Him as He is with 
the Father.

“Sit” at the feet of Jesus

“Listen” to what Jesus is saying

“Watch” Jesus and then enter into what the 
Lord is doing in our midst.



It Is Only As We Sit, Listen, and Watch 
Jesus, That We Can Do Anything; 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. NRS John 15:5 

Including Prayer



Dwelling in Jesus Is 
What Prayer Is All About

Henri Nouwen

It is the divine Spirit in us who makes 
our world transparent and opens our 

eyes to the presence of the divine 
Spirit in all that surrounds us.

Henri Nouwen



Sitting at the feet of Jesus

Listening to what Jesus is saying

Watching, paying attention to Jesus in 
our midst 

Paying attention to God and entering into 
what God is doing all around us.  

Prayer is an act in which I bring 
myself to attention before God

Eugene Petersen



Then the Amazing Prayer That Jesus Gave 
Us Comes Naturally and With Great 

Power, As We Enter Into the Prayers and 
Work of the Lord 

Christ’s prayer 
becomes our prayer 
and before we know 
it we are praying the 

will of God.

When we pray the 
Lords prayer we 
are saying, “not 
my will but Your 

will be done Lord.”



Jesus Invites Us to Be One With Him As He Is 
With the Father and To Join Him In Ushering In 

the Kingdom of God

We are invited by Jesus himself to 
participate in the Kingdom of God; 
To do our part in God’s reign. Every 
time we enter into what the Lord is 

doing in our midst we in essence 
pray the Lord’s prayer.   



We Pray In Accordance 
to God’s Will



What Are We Praying For In Accordance 
With Jesus?

“Father, hallowed be your name”

We are praying That 
God’s name is 

proclaimed as holy 
throughout all creation 

Godõs 
Holy 

Name



Your kingdom come…

We pray that God 
reigns! That God’s will 
is done, and that the 

kingdom of God 
permeates all that is 

and all that will be, on 
earth and In heaven, 

forever. 



Give us each day our daily bread…

We pray that all 
people can come 
to faithfully trust 

God for their daily 
practical needs of 
food, clothing and 

shelter.



Forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves 
forgive everyone 
indebted to us…

Confession

Repentance

Gratitude



We pray for the annihilation of sin. We 
pray that the forgiveness we receive 

through Christ manifests in an attitude of 
forgiveness within us and toward others. 

In so doing we pray that Christ’s love, 
peace, forgiveness and mercy moves out 

into all the world, even those who we 
may have something against.  



No more death, no more hurt, no more 
hate, no more disease, NO MORE SIN!

This is the will of God and Jesus tells us to 
pray that God’s will is done throughout all 

creation.

All True Prayer is Kingdom of 
God Work!



And do not bring us to 
the time of trial…

We pray that worldly 
temptations lose their 

enticement and no 
longer draw us, or 

others into the trap of 
the enemy.   



Sit before the Lord

Listen to what the Lord is saying

Watch what the Lord is doing; pay attention.

Enter into what the Lord is doing. Become 
a participant in God’s kingdom work, by 

praying in accordance with the will of the 
Lord Jesus in whom we dwell.



Not in resignation but in 
power, in accordance with 

Christ’s kingdom work    

How Do We Pray? 

We Pray, God’s Will Be Done.



This kingdom prayer is always 
answered; “Ask and you shall 

receive”.  But that’s next week’s 
sermon.



We Pray that God’s kingdom 
comes, that God’s name is

glorified, God’s kingdom reigns, 
God’s people hold true to their 

faith and the enemy is destroyed; 
as hate, unforgiveness temptation, 

disease, sickness and all sin is 
annihilated once and for all.



Prayer and 
Altar Call


