
Part 1: Handling Distractions 
(Luke 10:38-42)

Part 2: Learning to Pray.
(Luke 11:1-4)

Part 3: Blessed Assurance 
(Luke 11:5-13)

Three Part Series On Prayer



Part 1: The Lesson of Mary 
and Martha 

Centering on Jesus, thus reducing 
distractions by…

Sitting at the Feet of 
the Lord

Listening to what 
the Lord is saying



Part 2: Learning to Pray 
by Watching and Entering Into the 

Lord’s Activity Around Us 

Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone indebted to us. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial.“
NRS Luke 11:2b-4 



Luke 
11:5-13

Part 3:
Blessed Assurance



How Can We Be 
Sure That God 

Hears and Answers 
Our Prayers?



A Parable of Friend’s and 
Three Loaves of Bread 

A Friend in Need

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a 
friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to 
him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for 
a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing 

to set before him.' NRS Luke 11:5-6 



Kai, “And” or “Then”:
Connects the Lord’s Prayer previously 
given to what is now being spoken.

Philos, Friend

Hospitality

A friend asking a friend to help him be 
hospitable to another friend.



A Friend Being Inconvenienced

Midnight?

And he answers from within, 'Do not 
bother me; the door has already been 
locked, and my children are with me in 

bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything.'NRS Luke 11:7 



A Friend Nonetheless

I tell you, even though he will not get up 
and give him anything because he is his 

friend, at least because of his persistence 
he will get up and give him whatever he 

needs. NRS Luke 11:8 



Why Did the Friend Finally 
Give His Bread?

Without friendship the persistence may 
have led to an unpleasant action by the 

friend in bed.

Both due to the askers persistence and 
because the one asking was a friend. 

But, Not By Persistence 
Alone



God’s Assurance 

"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given 
you; search, and you will find; knock, and 

the door will be opened for you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and 

everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be 

opened. NRS Luke 11:9-10 



Ask and it will be given

Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith,
you will receive." NRS Matthew 21:22 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become 
my disciples.

NRS John 15:7-8 



Please turn in your Bibles to
John 14:12-15 

In my name…
John 14:12 - 15 (NIV) 12I tell you the truth, 

anyone who has faith in me will do what I 

have been doing. He will do even greater 

things than these, because I am going to 

the Father. 13And I will do whatever you 

ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 

glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for 

anything in my name, and I will do it. 15ñIf 

you love me, you will obey what I 

command.



Faith

Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. NRS Hebrews 11:1 

Abiding in Jesus

In Jesus Name

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://iamgracie2009.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/peace-i-give-to-you-with-dove-and-cross.jpg&imgrefurl=http://iamgracie2009.wordpress.com/2009/11/18/i-am-the-vine/&usg=__KxX5-e9LwA5q60BhTEFhDC1dzkI=&h=2746&w=2550&sz=412&hl=en&start=18&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=wnIJjhOjh9hehM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=139&prev=/images%3Fq%3DAbiding%2Bin%2BJesus%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enUS239US239%26tbs%3Disch:1


Prayer is the unceasing 
recognition that God is wherever 

we are, always inviting us to 
come closer and to celebrate the 

divine gift of being alive.
IŜƴǊƛ bƻǳǿŜƴ ά²ƛǘƘ hǇŜƴ IŀƴŘǎέ



Ask and receive

Search and find

Knock and the door will be opened

Receive and find what? What's behind the 
door that makes us so sure that God hears 
and answers prayer, even when we don’t 

necessarily see the answer ourselves?   



The answer to our questions regarding 
bad things that occur in our lives and the 

lives of those we love, is not whether God 
is going to miraculously heal or somehow 

put an end to our suffering.

Too often we don’t know the answer 
because we don’t really know the 

question. 



The question is, Lord are You here?
Are You present with us? 

Lord do You care?   

And the 
answer is 

always YES!



Is there anyone among you who, if your 
child asks for a fish, will give a snake 

instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an 
egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask him!" NRS Luke 11:11-13 

God’s Sure Answer to 
All Our Prayers 



Ask and receive 
Christ’s presence in your life

Speak; don’t be afraid to voice how we 
see God working all around us.

Open your mouth, cry out for the Lord’s 
presence in your life and in those whom 

you love.   



Search and find 
Christ’s presence in your life

Seek God’s kingdom, the Lord Jesus’ 
presence in your midst. Sit, listen, watch, 
search the Scriptures, pray, and meditate, 
that the Holy Spirit moves in your life and 

the lives of those all around us. 



Knock and the door will be opened to 
Christ’s presence in your life

Make some noise. 
Announce your 

arrival, be bold in 
your desire to live in 

God’s presence.



The Holy Spirit, the 
very presence of God, 
is the answer to all our 

prayers. God’s 
presence (Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit) is what 
we really are praying 
for, as we ask, seek 

and knock.



God’s presence 
assures us that 
God hears our 

prayers, because 
God’s presence 
is the answer to 
all our prayers

http://hoseaintercessorswarriors.bravepages.com/presenceindex.html


God’s presence delivers us (Deut. 4:37), protects us 
(Psalm 9:2; 31:20), brings knowledge and joy (Psalm 

16:11; 21:6), upholds us (Psalm 41:2) brings salvation 
and a willing spirit (Psalm 51:11-12), reveals iniquity 
(Psalm 90:8), brings righteousness (140:13), glory (John 

17:5), times of refreshing (Acts 3:20), forgiveness (2 Cor. 

2:10), resurrection (2 Cor. 4:14), blamelessness (Jude vs

24), and shelter (Rev. 7:15); all iniquity flees from 
Christ’s presence (James 4:7-8; Rev. 20:11).

God’s Love Lives In Our Midst (John 3:16)



God’s presence is revealed to the 
faithful by simply asking. It is the 
realization of, and living in God’s 

presence that brings peace, healing, 
love, forgiveness and blessed 

assurance that all is well. 

Blessed Assurance



Recognition of Jesus’ presence, here and 
now, becomes a foretaste of God’s 
glorious eternal presence to come.

Blessed assurance Jesus is mine! 
Oh what a foretaste of glory 

divine! 



Assurance is a 
matter of trust, 

faith that Christ is 
present and 

salvation (eternal 
healing) has been 

provided. 



In the evening I went very unwillingly to a 
society in Aldersgate Street, where one 

was reading Luther's preface to the 
Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter 

before nine, while the leader was 
describing the change which God works in 
the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my 
heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust 

in Christ alone for salvation; and an 
assurance was given me that He had 
taken away my sins, even mine, and 

saved me from the law of sin and death.
from The Journal of John Wesley, May 24, 1738



It’s about trusting God as we faithfully sit, 
listen, watch, and boldly enter into 

Christ’s work around us, all the while 
resting in the assurance that God is 
present; ready, willing and able to 

perfectly do all that needs to be done. We 
sit, listen, watch, and fervently enter into 
the work to which God is calling us, as we 
faithfully rest assured that God has heard 

and answered our prayers by always 
being present with us. This is the essence 

of all prayer and the path to being in 
God’s will.



Prayer and Altar Call

A Prayer of Assurance 
Psalm 91 


